Openly Carry Your Thanks to Peet's and CA Pizz&Kitchen!

Let's take a moment for sorpesitive peace actionright here in Walnut Creek, and we can even
thank the ‘open-carry’ movement for the inspiration! As most of kimaw, these steadfast ‘civil
rights’ activists came to town this year, organizing “carry-ias Peet's Coffee, California Pizza
Kitchen, and Starbucks, or wherever else such gun-struck individuals dbomsercise their right to

wear an unloaded gun visibly. In faCalifornia is one of 38 states that allows unloaded

guns to be openly carried in public

What's wrong with that, your Uncle Wilbur asks? Well, what is thesiples purpose of
carrying an unloaded gun? Certainly not for protection. Perhaps &epsiekercise of"?
Amendment rights, or a macho attempt to reclaim power during timsescadl upheaval?
Given thatonly the gun-toter knows for sure whether the gun is loadk with bullets
tucked ‘safely’ away in a pocket (as required by law), the number of violent soc@al@ers
between strangers greatly increases in open-carry states.

So,say “thank you” to Peet’s, CA Pizza Kitchen and any other merchatis who are

"I I" | creating peace right in their own shops by banning openly dplayed handguns. Tell
‘em, “I'm with the Peace Center. Thanks for the safe environment!ivhen you do!

(: The 2010 ‘Make a Bid for Peace’ Auction on April 24 at 2pm :)

Together, we can make this fundraiser a huge sustes

Our 3rd Annual ‘Make a Bid for Peace’ Auction will happen Saturdayil 24, from 2:30-5pm in the Fellowship Hall at
55 Eckley Lane, WC. Thanks to our tireless auction committeemidisr fundraiser will offer silent and live auction for art
objects, fine jewelry, ceramics, paintings, gift baskets, restacestificate, weekend getaways, and much more! All proceeds
to benefit the MtDPJC. Wine and hors d’oevres free with admis@oing your friends!

Past fundraisers were a smashing success, and lots of fulyeéooeed you all to spread the word, sell tickets, and
help with this event. During the next month, we will solicit and assemble donations. If yoa &iay desirable works of art
you could part with, season tickets for sports or musical eventegkewd vacation getaway, massage or a spa package—
these are all real money-makers for us! Perhaps, you haveial sél or talent, like handyman services, gardening, music
lessons, professional advicBe creative!! We will pick up any item you donate and make all arrangements to ease the proc-
ess for you, including providing the necesgary documentation. To assist with any aspect of this crucial fundraiser,
contact Mary Alice at 925-933-7850 oBob Hanson at 925-944-3366There’s still time to help. Call now!

IT'S SO EASY! You Gotta Do It!!

Help us raise money for the Peace Center as you do your weeklynghoppery time
you go toLucky, Smart Foods, FoodMaxx, or SaveMargive the SHARES cardto the
cashierbefore you payand3% of your purchase dollars will come to the Peace Cent
support our programs. ftosts you nothingand will get the world get a little closer
peace and justice. Please call Mary Alice 933-7850 or Jack H@8&11.383 and let the
know how manyfree cards you wantPass them outto friends, family, and neighbor
You can also send a self-addressed envelope to MDPJC, 55 Eekley Walnut Creek
CA 94596; indicate how marfyee cards to send. Many thanks to Jack Howell for
new program.Happy peace shopping!
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Extra! Extral DEPARTMENT OF PEACE
Voted #9 on the ‘Top Ten Ideas for Change in America’!

Dear Mary Alice and the MtDPJC,

Thanks to the efforts of everyone who voted and helped spread the word, the

idea to create a Department of Peace reached number nine 800dfi2as for
's "ldeas for Change in America" competition. Working together we
made it happen!

Now that voting has concluded) plans to present each winning
idea to relevant members of the Obama Administration and Congfrbissyear
they will also be working to develop national campaigns to promote daeh i
with the help of 's one million members.

TAKE ACTION: Don't settle in just yet, use our easy online tool to write
President Obama today -- make sure the President and Congnefsregou
personally in addition ta ( Take action to let them know we are seri-
ous about making peace a priority in our nation and wofgite today!

Special thanks to State Coordinators Ted Nunn (VA - watch a\gdeat of
Ted discussing Dept. of Peace) and Ana Campos (FL) for themgsteadership
on this campaign.

With gratitude, all of us akhe Peace Alliance

School Supplies?
In March??

Remember last summer’'s school ba
pack drive where MtDPJC, the local lab
groups, and the Congressional District
Democratic Committee assembled and
livered 1003 fully-loaded school backpac
to the children of the Monument Corrido
Well, Cathy McRoberts of CD10 and
Benito Delgado-Olson of Community
Support Foundation recognized the nee
for a mid-year supply boost, with the res
thatmore than 26,000 school supply bag
are now ready for delivery to needy s
dents throughout the greater East Bay Arg

Imagine a warehouse with boxes piled to
the ceiling under signs like “PAPER” or “GLUE STICKS”, mountaineofptied-
box recycling, long tables with supplies laid out assembly-line fashiovg of
intent faces as diverse and united as in The Dream, qualityocahtthe end of
each line making sure every child gets every thing— all culminatiribe neat
crates of school bags, heading out across our neighborhoods. The second and larg
est of two assembly events, this effort will prov&500 under-resourced stu-
dents in the East Bay with 1.7 million dollars worth of schodsupplies. Every
assembled kit represents one under-resourced studenegeiving ~$65 in
school supplies.

Ten volunteers from MtDPJC, including a Youth Brigade (Meghan Langner,
Forrest Merrill, Sonia Liapanova, Casey Chadwell, and Ben Brodyanared by
een Board Member Bella Brody, helped assemble the last of 16cB00I sup-
ly kits for immediate distribution to schools in 12 school distticteughout the
ast Bay. We hope you can join us in future assemblies to makéitigible
change possible for needy students in our local communiti€antact Cathy
McRoberts to sign up for future assemblies (cathymcroberts@yahoo.com).




Howard Schultz, Chairman and CEO Starbucks Coffee March 23, 2010
P.O. Box 3717
Seattle, WA 98124-3717

Re: Allowing People Carrying Guns into Starbucks Stores

On March 3, 2010, your company issued a statement giving Starbuckip
on Open Carry Gun Laws. We, the Board of the Mt. Diablo Peatdustice Cente
ask that Starbucks do two things. First, refuse entry to people withugless they a
police or otherwise licensed to carry them. Second, advocate @alifiernia Legisla:
ture a change in the law to prohibit open-carry.

We are not targeting your company but are encouraging every busiivss
nut Creek to take these same positions. Like Starbucks, all of ualiut\Creek wer
involuntarily brought into this issue when members of a Bay Area-ocpey groug
provocatively came to the Buckhorn Grill, this past Februangedims that this gro
and others have been “exercising” what they believe is their right to carry guns iopambyic around the Bay Area and other
places in the country. We certainly don’t want to encourage th#dnmvere publicity or confrontation; however, we think it
wise to consider appropriate responses should they not stop carrying guns in public andehedmdiopen carry increases.

There are many public safety issues in this debate; among thesnaltyeing people carrying guns make us safer
and how do we, the public, know who has a right and the requisite traimdrjgdgment to carry guns in public? Recent inci-
dents in the Bay Area highlight these concerns. The first occurred in East Palo Afian épenly carrying a gun went into a
grocery store. Employees called the police. Four officergeariand confronted the man at gunpoint in the store full of cus-
tomers, creating a threat to all. The second occurred in RedwoodARitytoxicated man, openly carrying a gun, walked up
to police and asked to be “checked out”; he apparently wanted to sliow ghat he was carrying a gun. He was arrested for
public drunkenness, to which he later pled guilty. An armed, intoxicatedrpe#sose judgment is obviously impaired is a
threat to others. Among those who came to Walnut Creek’s Buckhdkrin@iebruary, several brought their children along,
exposing them and others’ children to potential firearms violence.

How will your employees or customers-- any of us in public gladenow which person carrying a gun is not a
threat? How will police know who is a threat and who is not? Wiiglt happen when two people, unknown to each other
but both carrying guns, consider each other threatening and respond witfolegnaespecially in a place where children are
present?

You have the legal right to refuse entry to people carrying guns, wHetdded or not. Before coming to Walnut
Creek in February, this open-carry group had asked Peet's Coffeeearahd California Pizza Kitchen if their group would
be welcome but were told they would not be if they carried guns. iShisound, safe response that we would expect Star-
bucks to follow. As explained to us by the Walnut Creek Police DepatitineCalifornia businesses can legally deny entry to
people carrying guns. By denying entry or service to people carrying §tarbucks would be complying with the law,
which is one of your stated goals.

In your statement you express concern about putting your employé&epdatentially unsafe position” by requiring
them to ask people carrying guns to leave. The implication of tiiiensent is that you believe your employees to be in
greater danger when people carrying guns are present. We beliewedhaYou also state, “The political, policy and legal
debates around these issues belong in the legislatures and courts, natdmes,it and you ask that Starbucks or its partners
not be put into the middle of this divisive issue. We hope that,drcéise, the California Legislature takes up this issue and
makes it illegal to carry guns, loaded or unloaded, in places like Wateek. However, we-- Starbucks included-- are all in
the middle of this debate simply because we are all subjéioe tpotential dangers created by people carrying guns. People

carrying guns in your stores make it even more difficult for yowlil fyour
responsibility to provide for customer and employee safety. nféed to ask our
state legislators to change the law. We ask that you do the &argeur advo-
cacy against open carry would greatly influence our legislators.

\")y

In Walnut Creek, as most other places in California, the probadfiliging a
random victim of violence is almost zero. The argument that eesaler be-
cause some are openly carrying guns in public is ludicrous. Thdsthhea

-
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open-carry advocates see simply don't exist. In fact, carrying igumsblic is

< ! more likely to result in tragedies that only make us all ma@dand less safe.

" Is it prudent policy to put your employees and customers at Ng&kdon't think
so, and the remedy, for starters, is to say, “No shoes, no shiyingaa gun, no
— coffee!”

We would appreciate a response.

‘%'J . Sincerely, Board of Directors, Mt. Diablo Peace and Justice Center

(1

(

Mary Alice O’Connor, Executive Director




“War is Peace” By Mir Adnan Aziz

(This article was first published ifihe Frontier Posbn December 10, 2009. The author
has the unique perspective of actually living in Pakistan, a country waitheak by US un-
manned drone bombers, and can be reached ai )

George Orwell's novel met with little or no resistance. That we have remainedleerv
1984 describes a world for so long eliminates whatsoever little inhibitions they may
where ‘war is peace’, have had in this regard. The announced surge, yet another one
‘freedom is slavery’ and ‘big of these policies where its fallout on Pakistan was ignored, is
brother is watching you'. bound to bring yet more mayhem to our homes It will be
These Orwellian words truly counter-productive with the spill-over effect greatly exacerbat-
depict our totalitarian world ing our perilous and bloody journey to peace. The West made
of today. When confronted a mistake of waging a proxy war to bring down the Soviet
with the dismal record of Union. The flames never subsided. Now they are making an
A SIGNET GIANT occupations and interven- even greater mistake of forcing the flames to spread into Paki-
tions, the common gung-ho stan. A weak or fragmented Pakistan has the potential to burn
American (administration) refrain nowadays-- as during théhe whole world.

Bush-ism era-- is that history is for losers. History never This war, never our own but forced down our throats,
repeats itself; historians do. has cost Pakistan dearly. It is a price only fathomed by those

In the recent past, the American decision to stantévho have buried their own with trembling hands; by those
with Saddam Hussein against the Iranian regime led to thehose parents, wives and children, whose beloved, will never
two Gulf Wars. Their strategy to arm, train and fund thecome home againlt is the absence of a clean and strong
Afghan mujaheddin led to the establishment of the Talibaigovernment (sans the dictates from Washington) honestly
and al-Qaeda. During his campaign President Obamapmmitted to the welfare of the people that is the malady
deeming it politically expedient, dubbed the Afghanistanwe suffer.No military 'victory' can be an antidote to this fatal
War as a ‘good and necessary’ war. He agonized for nindaw, the loss of so many valuable lives just a terribly tragi
months to figure out the McChrystal report, the authomaste. It is an obscene affront to those who made the ultimate
himself having said in September: “I do not see indicationsacrifice and their near and dear ones who are forced to think
of a large al-Qaeda presence in Afghanistan now.” Thavhat for?’
choice of West Point as a venue to announce the troop in- After making a series of ignominious decisions to esca-
crease, proved yet again, the militarization of US politicslate the war in Vietnam, then Secretary of Defense Robert
In doing so he owned the war, the exit date of 2011 a mefdcNamara ‘eventually’ learned that "wars generate their own
fallacy. “If left unchecked,” Obama declared, “the Talibanmomentum and follow the law of unanticipated conse-
insurgency will mean an even larger safe haven fronguences.” Afghanistan will prove no exception to that rule.
which al-Qaeda would plot to kill more Americans.” President Obama has committed himself to "finishing the job",
“Failure in Iraq,” said President Bush in 2007, would mearof all the places, in Afghanistan; the setting of the "Great
that “our enemies would have a safe haven from which t&ame" chronicled by Rudyard KiplingNo outside power
plan and launch attacks on the American people.” has ever finished the job in Afghanistanthe forces of his-

The United States has already lost the War in Aftory are not on his side. Gorbachev, wiser from history, drew
ghanistan. They went in to fight on the military as well ason his experience in a recent CNN interview urging Obama to
the political front. The military war has been lost in thepull troops out of Afghanistan. “I think that our experience
face of an increasingly resurgent and effective Taliban. Thdeserves attention,” the former Soviet president said. He rec-
present Pentagon/State Department mindset believes themmended that the U.S., in the hope of bringing an end to
numerical superiority over their adversary is a preconditiorithe long suffering of the Afgha
to victory. The history of war tells us otherwise; it is people,” focus on “dialogue” anB“} BB!D]‘“ER
strategic superiority that usually prevails The political that “withdrawal from Afghanista
war of winning hearts and minds and of establishing a steshould be the goal.” :
ble government was flawed from Day One but then culmi-  When Gorbachev came to pow
nated into a total failure in recent elections (termed a frautie, like Obama, inherited a war th
even by independent Western observers). The Kabuwbas not in the interest of his natio
‘municipality’ is plagued with extremely corrupt and in- It took a Soviet dictator, pariahs
competent people (Islamabad and Kabul seemingly twithe West, to end itWould it be too
cities in this regard). Hamid Karzai lacks any following much to expect the same from ﬂls WATBHING
among the masses and is tainted by allegations of corruptobel peace laureate-- a
tion, his brother Ahmed allegedly a leading drug dealer. ‘enlightened’ torch-bearer of the

The American policies regarding Pakistan have al‘free and democratic’ world who
ways been crafted with the conviction that their dictates bpromised Change?

Complete and Unabridged




Mt. Diablo Peace and Justice Center And FriendioFaPresent:

Support the Peace Center!! Brian O’Leary
At no cost to you! The Energy Solution Revolution
- Tuesday, April 27, 6pm Potluck, 7pm talk
It's true, we've said it before, and we’ll probaby 55 Eckley Lane, Walnut Creek
say it again. If you shop on line or do much Googling, :

X Join us for a potluck dinner and presentation by a former US
sign up for 8 pand —~=+ | astronaut and physics professor who studies and promotes [enew-
We autom_ancally get money Wh_en you do th's_’ SQ_|t§b|e and abundant energy sources that clean our enviranment
like a tap into the corporate proﬂlt.margln for this lit Iewhile removing fossil fuels as one of the principal reasons for
nonprofit that should be very politically correct amongyars  Brian O’Leary, Ph.D. is a scientist-philosopher witty fif

our crowd. Yetno one_s:eems to be taking the tire ,years experience in academic research, teaching, and gonérnme
sign up, even thou_gh Its been three years now V‘{"\Z‘?arvice in frontier science and energy policy. He was a NASA
been giving you this information.  Such a crucial tingjentist and astronaut during the Apollo program, the first fo be

a”dt S0 many great CaUS?S and pea::efcandldat?ts t 3URscted for a planned Mars mission, and he has participated in
pOrt... NO SUrprise monetary support ot NoON-profitS Mg, janneqd planetary missions as an Ivy League professor.
fallen lately. But understanding wiipes not pay the

. . . . . Over the past four decades, O’Leary has been an internitional
bills, get pe”‘?'ts _for marches and ralllgs, _prlnt this ¢ UCFuthor, speaker, peace activist, founder of non=profits, and adviser
standing publication you are now holding in your hah 0 progressive U.S. Congress members and presidential candi-
ete... yOl,J know the score. . . ates. His latest book, The Energy Solution Revoluti@scribe s
Here’s a way 1o invest five minutes of time ap he enormous potential of clean energy technologies, theil sup-

send us a mﬁnthlyu_rqe .AhIOtth little bits adds us! pression, and their logical necessity for out survival.
Now, go to these sites Tght this minute, so you don't Cost: $20 or 20 ‘thank yous’ and a potluck dish.
forget. Let's put a smile on Mary Alice’s face next RSVP at

month when the checks start rolling in. Thanks!

BE THE CHANGE!

OPEN YOUR HOME TO Mt. Diablo ngce .and Justice Center
THE WORLD!! Participation Form
Make a difference in the life of a young Please call me about volunteering at the Peacee€ent

person and increase cultural awareness-in
your community. Host an AYUSA high

Please add me to the e-mail list

school student this next school year! AYUSA Please mail me the montheace Gazette
International, a non-profit youth exchange )
organization, is seeking families in the area Membership (minimum $40)

who are interested in hosting an outstanding

student embarking on an adventure of a life-
time. | wish to make a one-time gift

Open-minded students from countries with  gnclosed is mgax-deductible membership and/or gift, payable to:
large Muslim populations are coming to the

New Member Renew membership

Walnut Creek area to learn more about Mt. Diablo Peace & Justice Center or MTDPC

American values and traditions. At the same $40 $60 $100 $500 $10000ther

time, they will serve as ambassadors of their

countries and cultures. These students were I would prefer to pledge ____monthly____quarterly

selected from thousands of applicants to re- Pledger $ 10 - $ 45 per month W
ceive a merit-based scholarship from the US Peace Steward $ 600 yearly

Department of State to study in the United Founder $1200 yearly

States. Families interested in hosting will Visionary $2000 yearly

have the opportunity to broaden their hori-
zons and make a positive impact on global
youth. Take a look at our students at Expiration
For more information on date:
how to host or be an exchange student,
Address
please contact Lauren Ross at

Credit card number:




Non-Profit
Organization
US Postage
Paid
Permit #1447
Walnut Creek
CA 94596

As of US Dead in Irq

Official US Wounded Vet Suicide Rate Total Vet Brain Injuries
100,000=so0ldiers 18 vets per day  320,000soldiers

*from { ;and J*

3/23/10: 4385soldiers

To volunteer, come by 55 Eckley Lane or call the office at 925-933-7850
Special needs include: Auction Workers; Tabling Captain; Videographe
Office and Mailing Crew Members... and YOU!

President Barack Obama
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

. Crosses of Lafayette Work Party Washington. DC 20500

Youth & the Military Committee
1st and 3rd Sundays, 10am

Meets 1st or 2nd Tues. at 7:00pm
Senator Barbara Boxer

Inform about enlistment alternatives.
Call Rick at 925-256-7728 for info.

Art and Writing Committee
Help with this year's A&W Challenge

for Middle and High School students.

Videos for Peace
Fourth Wednesday at 6:30pm
Set-up and tear down.

Peace and Justice Advocacy
Help plan our rallies and events!

Forums Committee
Know a great speaker to feature?

Fundraising Committee
Got contacts? Get grants!

Peace Center Tabling
At Farmers' Markets and
Local Festivals

Membership Committee

Meets on the 4th Monday R

i

i
Monument Outreach Project Al
Community Gardens/Supplies '

1ol

Peace Gazett&€Committee
No April meeting; contact
to help.

Please note: NO VIDEO FOR PEACE IN APRIL

Meditation 9:30am, 1st Sundays
Info:
Send donations for materials to
Jeff Heaton, 3576 Terrace Way
Lafayette 94549

Peace Vigil, Fridays at 3:30-4:30pm

Join Grandparents for Peace!

Tice Valley Rd/Rossmoor Parkway

Call Bob Hanson 944-3366

3rd ‘Make a Bid for Peace” Auction

Friday, April 24, 2:30-5pm
Details page 1.

FORUM
Brian O’Leary

The Energy Solution Revolution

Tuesday April 27
6pm potluck; 7pm talk
Details page 5.

Spring Peace Potluck
May 30, 2010
Save the date!

112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington DC 20510
(202) 224-3553 (Washington)
(415) 403-0100 (Local)

Senator Dianne Feinstein
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington DD 20510
(202) 224-3841 Washington)
(415) 393-0707 (Local)

Representative George Miller
2205 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515
(202) 225-2095
1333 Willow Pass Road, Suite 203
Concord, CA 94520
(925) 602-1880
Representative John Garamendi
1034 Longworth HOB
Washington, DC 20515
(202) 225-1880
2121 N. California Blvd, Ste. 555
Walnut Creek, CA 94596
(925) 932-8899

Representative Jerry McNerney
312 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515
(202) 225-1947
5776 Stoneridge Mall #175
Pleasanton, CA 94588
(925) 737-0727



