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Vietnam Forever:  An Interview with 'Nam Vet Noel Davis 
By Harriet Chamberlain, Youth and Military Committee 
     “My life was never the same after Vietnam. I wouldn’t 
want to see anyone go through what we went through.” 
This is Noel Davis, forty years after his discharge from 
the army. He limps from an abdominal injury and experi-
ences pain from shrapnel still lodged in his shoulder, but 
these are not the injuries that plague Noel the most. He 
suffers most from Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder, from 
which, he says, he will never recover.   
     That’s why he joins other Vietnam vets in the slow and 
painful process of uncovering, and re-experiencing, the 
traumas at the root of their suffering. That’s why he vol-
unteers three times a week at the Veteran’s Hospital in 
Martinez.  And that’s why, he says, “Now I do tabling” at 
Los Medanos Community College with his friend, Marvin 
Cohen, from the Mt. Diablo Peace & Justice Center. 

There, they disseminate flyers and pamphlets that give accurate information about the promises 
of military service, and apprise students of alternatives to enlistment, like AmeriCorps, that hold 
the real promise of a meaningful future but still serve the country.  Noel’s advice today is sim-
ple:  “Don’t join the army because you want to travel.  If you have the option to go to school, go 
to school.  I don’t advise the military.”  

Noel’s advice stems from his personal, but mistaken, reason for enlisting-- and the false 
promise of an army recruiter.  At age eighteen, employed by the city of New Orleans, Noel did-
n’t believe he had a lot of options, and he wanted to travel. “The recruiting officer told me if I 
joined, I could pick and choose where I wanted to go after boot camp. That’s what I was told.”  
Noel chose Germany.   Two weeks after boot camp in May of 1970, he along with others of the 
23rd Infantry Division, landed in Cam Ron Bay, Vietnam.   

(Noel Davis continued on page 2) 

IT'S SO EASY!  
   Help us raise money 
for the Peace Center as 
you do your weekly 
shopping.  Every time 
you go to Lucky, 
Smart Foods, Food-
Maxx, or SaveMart 
give the SHARES card to the cashier before you pay 
and 3% of your purchase dollars will come to the Peace 
Center to support our programs. It costs you nothing and 
will get the world get a little closer to peace and jus-
tice.  Please call Mary Alice 933-7850 or Jack Howell 
932-1383 and let them know how many free cards you 
want. Pass them out to friends, family, and neighbors. 
You can also send a self-addressed envelope to MDPJC, 
55 Eckley Lane, Walnut Creek, CA  94596; indicate how 
many free cards to send.  Many thanks to Jack Howell 
for this new program.  Happy peace shopping!  

Tell the President How He Did! 
  Plus Best Ways to Contact The Obama 
Now is the time to let President Obama 
know how you feel about his first year in 
office.  The pressure is hard on him to move 
ever rightward, what with the Massachusetts 

Senatorial upset and mid-term elections gearing up.  He needs to 
hear from us Progressives that Americans still need real Health 
Care, real economic recovery, real justice, peace and security, and 
we need it yesterday, not tomorrow. 
    If anybody knows a way to email the President directly, do let 
us know!  For now, the officially sanctioned approach is through 
www.whitehouse.gov, then go to ‘contact us’.  Next, type in 
your message and send (no attachments and length is limited).  
Another approach is snail mail (address on back— consider Over-
night Express to stand out more).  Finally, phone line options in-
clude the comment line at 202-456-1111, the switchboard at 202-
456-1414  or by FAX to 202-456-2461.  And remember, send your 
comments to Peace Gazette, as well! 
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The views expressed herein are the 
opinions of the writers and do not 
necessarily speak for all members of the  
Mt. Diablo Peace and Justice Center. 

Why Are We So Disappointed? 
By Bob Maxwell 

 

Last year began with high hopes for those of us on the progressive side of 
politics.  Many even managed to persuade themselves that the election of a 
“transformational” president would make “all things new again”.  Just as many 
people, after 9-11, projected onto President Bush the qualities of the strong, reso-
lute leader they needed to see, many others (after eight year of Republican mis-
rule) projected their hopes and dreams onto President Obama, as well. 

One problem, of course, is the fact that not everyone who voted for Obama 
had the same “hopes and dreams”.  Many independents, for example, fed-up with 
the hyper-partisanship of the Bush years, managed to convince themselves that 
Obama was only kidding about the “Big Government” programs he promised, 
and that he would bring us all together by governing from the center.  In this 
hope, they forgot the real ideological differences between the parties.  It is virtu-
ally impossible to get people who put their faith in the market economy and those 
who are suspicious of the profit motive as a tool for social justice, to unite around 
a common political program! 

Many progressives, like economist Paul Krugman, believe that the stimulus 
package passed to put Americans back to work again after the biggest economic 
collapse since the Great Depression was much too small to achieve the desired 
effect, while others lament the bailout as blatant corporate socialism.  Though it’s 
still too early to tell what the effects of the enacted changes will actually be, the 
package we got-- as inadequate as it is-- only passed the Senate with three votes 
to spare. 

Many on the left are disappointed with the progress of Health Care Reform.  
Some have gone so far as to suggest that, without a public option, it might be best 
to scrap the whole thing and start over later.  Again, Presidents don’t rule by de-
cree.  Given that the Democrats “don’t have George Bush to kick around any-
more”, they are likely to lose seats in both houses of Congress during the mid-
term elections.   A Health Care bill with a public option would undoubtedly be a 
better bill.  Better still would be a bill that simply enrolled everyone in Medicare, 
but is it probable that we could get such a better bill out of the next Congress with  
fewer Democrats in it? 

The biggest disappointment for most progressives has been the recent deci-
sion to escalate the war in Afghanistan.  Perhaps we hoped our new president was 
only kidding when, during the campaign, he promised to wind down the Iraq war 
so that we could devote more resources to the war in Afghanistan.  It is quite true, 
of course, that that the “war on terror” was a bad metaphor to begin with and that 
a real program to deal with the problem of terrorism in the world would look 
more like a police investigation than a military campaign.  But we’re more likely 
to be successful in changing American policy in this regard if we work to chal-
lenge the assumptions underlying Administration policy, rather than feel disil-
lusioned because President Obama did pretty much what he promised he’d do.   
We of the MtDPJC definitely have plenty of work to do left to do! 

During his eleven month stay in Vietnam, Noel-- like so many of his bud-
dies-- became addicted to heroin.  He says, “I was frightened…I was scared. Eve-
rybody did it. I didn’t know how it would affect my life.”  Noel saw a lot of his 
friends die, but it is the death of his closest friend Shannon that continues to haunt 
him with sadness and guilt and to provoke endless questioning of himself, of war, 
of chance, and of God.  Noel tells the story slowly and in great detail, the pain still 
present behind teary eyes.   In April, 1971, he and Shannon had changed places—  
he up to his bunk, and Shannon taking the seat Noel had just vacated— when the 
rockets hit. Shannon took shrapnel “square in the chest.”  Oblivious of his own 

(Noel Davis continued from page 1) 

(Noel Davis continued on page 3) 
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Statement Regarding Additional Troops in Afghanistan 
Issued by Mt. Diablo Peace and Justice Center Board 

December 2009 
     On December 1, 2009, President Barack Obama announced his decision to send 30,000 additional troops to Afghanistan. 
We join with all those who yearn for peace in hoping that the American military will depart on the rapid timetable promised 
and the people of Afghanistan will be left safe, in peace.  But history argues against such hopes, particularly when the prem-
ise is flawed.        We do not believe that waging war brings peace. 

 America is not safer when it kills people. 
 War brings death and destruction and leaves in its wake broken and angry victims. 

    President Obama suggested that the war in Afghanistan is a “just war” in “self-defense", analogous to the fight against fas-
cism in World War II.  We believe these comparisons are inaccurate and that this war in Afghanistan has much more in com-
mon with Vietnam.  Sending troops half way around the world to kill “insurgents” will not work, because they are the native 
people of Afghanistan.  When we withdraw, the insurgents will remain.  Our job is not to kill the insurgents, but to help 
reunite them with their neighbors in an abiding peace. 
    As our new Congressman John Garamendi, has said, the only hope for long-term peace in the region is through “increased 
diplomatic, economic, social, and educational assistance.”  Our focus must be on joining combatants at the peace table to help 
find a future that works for all.  Maintaining the status quo thinking is not acceptable. Sending more troops to achieve the 
same ephemeral and unachievable goal of the previous administration is not acceptable.  Until the mission is to help the 
Afghan people— all the people, including “insurgents”— find their way to live together in peace, rather than to kill 
certain people, the mission will fail. And the U.S. can no longer afford endless failure.  
     It is time that we face up to the cost of this war.  Spending $1 million per soldier per year to destroy people and infrastruc-
ture in Afghanistan is outrageous when there is so much poverty and need, in this country and in the world.  For eight years 
the cost of this war and the war in Iraq has been borne entirely by our soldiers and their families, but ultimately it will be 
borne by our children, who will have to pay off the debt raised to fund these wars.  
    We agree with Congressman Obey.  If this war in Afghanistan is truly “necessary”, it is time for all of us to face the costs 
now by paying a war tax out of our pocketbooks, so the burden can be shared responsibly.   We also call on Congress to use 
its constitutionally-mandated role to seriously debate whether there is any merit to this war and whether we should continue 
to fund it. Until the U. S. strategy has an unrelenting focus from day-one on achieving peace through bringing combatants 
together, helping resolve differences, and repairing the damage we have done to the Afghan economy, it is our principled 
duty to demand that the troops be brought home.  It is our duty to hold the President to his word that we are not engaged in 
empire-building and to insist that this occupation must come to an end.  Soon. 

wounds, Noel crawled over to Shannon, shouting, “Gotta 
get outta here!”  The next thing Noel knew, he was in the 
main hospital in Chu Lai, Shannon’s dead body on the gur-
ney next to his.  “Hit me real hard,” he says.  “Shouldda’ 
been me.” His buddies responded:  “Rockets don’t have no 
names on them.”  

Shortly after Noel’s release from the hospital, he and 
his buddies, mourning the death of Shannon, planned an 
assault on the Vietnamese village.  He admits the motivation 
was revenge.  Extraordinary circumstances of war, personal 
loss, and the Boot Camp brainwashing mantra, “these peo-
ple are the enemy”, converged to support an action that Noel 
could never have imagined and can never forget: “We...went 
down to the village and we did a “search and destroy…we 
killed innocent people…not too proud of that.  

“When I first came out, in 1972, I went to trade 
school and became a certified welder.”  Noel married and 
had a family, but his memories from Vietnam, far from fad-
ing, were gathering energy and directly affecting his rela-
tionship with his loved ones. He was unable to account for 
his continued addiction, his moods, or his behavior.  “I 
couldn’t trust anyone, not even my mother.”  Noel chose to 
isolate himself from his wife and children.  He would have 

dinners with them, but only on holidays. “Other times, I’d fix 
my plate and go into the bedroom.”  Although Noel was able 
to work and support his family financially, he says he was 
“ there, but not there for them. Because of my addictions, I 
couldn’t show my kids any love.” To this day, he has not dis-
cussed his Vietnam experiences with his wife.   

Noel was in and out of treatment centers, even homeless 
for a while, trying to “stay clean” but always relapsing. “I 
couldn’t pinpoint why I was using drugs. I wasn’t in a war 
zone anymore…what was I running away from?”  In fact, 
Noel was suffering from Post Traumatic Stress Disorder. “I 
didn’t realize I had PTSD until 1999 when I admitted myself 
to a drug treatment program.” 

 When asked about the Iraq War and Obama’s military 
plan for Afghanistan, Noel asks:  “Why are we there…why 
are we sending these kids over there?”  Noel is also acutely 
aware of the hundreds of thousands of veterans who suffer and 
struggle along similar difficult paths. He asks that we listen, 
think, and act responsibly about what he believes is his most 
urgent message.  “Most important thing:  When guys come 
home from war, give them the benefit of the doubt.  It’s not… 
that we as soldiers want to take lives…we were fighting for 
our country. Don’t judge us. Be patient with us, and give us 
the medical assistance we need.”  

(Noel Davis continued from page 2) 



������������� ���������	
���
�� �������

Pin his ear to the wisdom post. 
And make his words sledge hammers of truth-- 
Beating on the iron heart of injustice. 
Put his eye to the telescope of eternity, 
And let him look upon the paper walls of time. 
Turpentine his imagination, Lord, 
Put perpetual motion in his arms. 
Fill him full of the dynamite of spiritual power, 
Anoint him all over with the oil of salvation,  
And set his tongue on fire.  
 

These words of the poet James Weldon Johnson were 
written a decade before the birth of Dr. Martin Luther King 
about the tradition of ministry in African-American churches.  
Poet Johnson could well have had Dr. King in mind when he 
wrote the words to this poem, which he entitled God’s Trom-
bones. 

Dr. King began his public life in the pulpit of the Baptist 
church in Montgomery Alabama, committed to support the 
spiritual life and the daily lives of his congregation.  In Mont-
gomery, he grew in vision and, embracing the non-violent 
teachings of his faith, he led the community to speak and 
then act for justice and for racial equality. 

The Montgomery bus boycott, the lunch counter sit-ins, 
the voter registration drives, the historic freedom marches, 
the 1963 March on Washington, and the Dream-- these are 
events that most here today remember from childhood, some 
perhaps only from history books, and that a few may recall 
all of their lives as participants.  Throughout the pain and 
challenge of those years, Dr. King maintained the commit-
ment to non-violence in the face of brutality, even when 
faced with the murder of innocents.  History has since vindi-
cated that commitment with positive growth and change and 

healing.  At each of these stages in his public service, Dr. 
King’s vision expanded to become more inclusive, to reach 
out to all Americans in the spirit of justice, unity, and human-
ity.  These qualities, the world loved (and hated); admired 
(and feared) in Dr. Martin Luther King.  These qualities, we 
honor and find inspiring today. 

When Dr. King preached his first sermon in 1954, 
Americans were watching films of the early hydrogen bomb 
tests and beginning to confront the nightmare possibility of 
mutual annihilation by the U.S. and Russia as superpowers 
able to end life as we knew it and poison the world with ra-
diation.  In that same year, the French military command sur-
rendered at a garrison named Dien Bien Phu in a tiny country 
in Southeast Asia-- that Americans could then scarcely find 
on a map, but a decade hence would mire us in senseless war.  
In the years that followed Montgomery, Dr. King would 
grow to see his mission as one greater than justice in the 
South, greater than equality in America-- as a mission of 
world peace through justice, non-violence, and opposition to 
warfare. 

Looking ever more broadly at the world’s suffering, Dr. 
King spoke out against America’s war in Viet Nam and 
against military aggression worldwide.  In this courageous 
stand against violence-- whether outside the law or in the 
form of military adventure-- Dr. King remained true to his 
spiritual roots and true to the vision that we honor in him 
today. 

It is especially fitting that on this day of remembrance of 
Dr. King that the world is rising to the challenge of unity and 
international compassion by extending aid to the suffering 
people of Haiti.  If only the nations of the world can continue 
this humanitarian vision beyond a response to natural disas-
ters, then we will truly be on the path that Dr. Martin Luther 
King called upon us to follow.    

Last month, about 300 people came together to commemorate the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  
Held on January 18th at the Walnut Creek Civic Center, this year’s event— as usual lively and heart-felt—  
was sponsored by the City of Walnut Creek, the Interfaith Council of Contra Costa County, and of course, 
the MtDPJC.  Below is the welcoming statement of the Peace Center, written by Mike Brody. 

 “Many of us here are old enough to be in the 
role of Keeper of the Stories.”  This holiday is 
important as a gathering to hear the stories of 

change from those who lived them, and to pass them on to the next generation.  “Now he belongs to the 
ages” was said of Lincoln and is also true of MLK.    “MLK had visited India to learn about Gandhi 
and nonviolence which is the ‘Love Ethic’ of Jesus Christ.  Gandhi had lifted love beyond the personal 
to the social and political.  Applying this love ethic, MLK recognized the ‘silent emergency’ that oc-
curs worldwide, the personal— as opposed to natural— disasters that also cry for relief.  “If you have 

not found something die for, you have not found something to live for...Now is the time to evolve to a new era of love...We 
have lost our chutzpah...Your karma is set by what your are fighting for on the day you die...The first darkness we must deal 
with is the darkness in our heart...I had a dream, with  missiles in my head that I was shooting at Ronald Reagan.  We have to 
get rid of the missiles in our head.”  In 2002, she gave ‘Bush-bashing’ speech, even thought Mrs. Bush sitting behind her on 
podium, because we  must “speak truth to power”.  Positive Peace means we practice nonviolence even against those with 
whom we disagree.”    —Excerpts from her MLK Day speech, January 18, 2010, Walnut Creek 
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(Excerpts from his speech on January 18, 2010 ) 
 

     I was “not so much friend, as colleague of Dr. King.  Remember, King was first and 
foremost a preacher and always maintained a congregation and a public presence.  One 
reason this holiday is important, is because now the U.S. has one holiday honoring a man 
of faith, a pastor”. 
     In 1950, Lawson was “called to DC as a 15 year old” where he practiced non-violent 
protest.  At the time, DC was segregated, so they did sit-ins at lunch counters, swimming 
pools, beaches, buses, etc.  “It was a vast movement that had been welling up since the 
very birth of this nation, when they adopted the Constitution but did nothing about slav-
ery.  I was called by that movement”. 
     Ten days before his death, MLK met with Jewish leaders in NYC, including the great 
Rabbi Abraham Herschel, who later described him as “a voice, a vision and a way” and 
called “on every Jew to hearken to that way-- our future is dependent upon our response to 
that vision”. 
      “In 1963, black America was at the bottom of society based on all wellness indicators:  
Pay, education, prison population, homeownership, health— and the same is true today!  
It’s a systemic problem.  War is also a systemic problem.  The Sins of American are Ra-
cism, Militarism, and Materialism.”  True when MLK said it in ‘63 and true today.  “Now, 

we are moving past racism slowly but plunging headlong into the two M’s.  Dr. King’s is a voice we need to listen to again.”  
The Southern Christian Leader Council (SCLC) formed “to save the soul of a nation”.  Their basic equation, civil 
rights=freedom, suggests MLK would today join in the struggle for the rights of gays, transgenders, and bisexuals. 

“The opposite of slavery is not freedom.  The opposite of slavery is community”,  and community means freedom from 
poverty, from illiteracy, from death through lack of health care.   We miss him more every year.  Just think where we’d be 
today, if MLK, Bobbie and Jack Kennedy, and Malcolm X had lived. 

 “Mine eyes have seen the glory of coming of the lord.”  What is the glory of the lord but a human being, fully alive, 
our brothers and sisters.  It is the health and welfare of people that is the #1 issue today.  We are talking about the health of 
our family, and that family includes ‘illegal aliens’.  

 We have to insist that the government start treating us like brothers and sisters.  “In the 20th Century we have had 
more advances in human freedoms than in any other.  I don’t care how much it costs to ensure the health of all my brothers 
and sisters!  We are a new experiment in good— Can we built community, these children of slaves and of slave owners? 

“Where do we go from here?  Community or Chaos?   That was the name of MLK’s last book, and we have to extend 
the idea of community to how we interact with corporations...Don’t you hear the mountains shaking, brothers and sister?  Not 
buying what we want, but what we need!...Just because it is in the nature of a scorpion to sting, should I  change my nature 
which is to save?  MLK has escaped from American captivity, into the world...In Tiananmen Square, as the wall came down in 
Berlin, when the monks were marching in Burma, We Shall Overcome was sung.”  

Walnut Creek’s own Shell Ridge Ramblers 
inspiring the crowd in the Weavers-Guthrie 
folk tradition 

The next generation 
of Dreamers 
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On December 26, I landed in Cairo to join what had been 
billed as the Gaza Freedom March.  Over 1300 others from 
44 countries arrived about the same time.  We soon discov-
ered that the Egyptian government had other plans for us. 
Our meeting space at a Catholic university had been can-
celled as well as the buses which had been chartered to take 
us the 200 miles to Gaza. 

For two days, I attended actions in Cairo which were 
designed to cause the government leaders to change their 
minds. At each of these gatherings, there were approxi-
mately as many policemen as activists. We attempted to 
rent boats, so that we could float 1400 candles down the 
Nile to honor the 1400 Gazans killed in early January of 
2009. The boat rental people were ordered not to rent to us. 
We gathered in front of the World Trade Center where the 
U.N. is housed. We vowed to camp there until allowed to 
go into Gaza. Hundreds of police surrounded us with metal 
barricades under orders to let us out, but not let us back in. 
Since there were no toilets available, the demonstration 
ended in a few hours. At that point, I would have liked to 
come home. The frustration and my dislike of this smog-
ridden, traffic-choked city of 25 million were driving me 
crazy.  Unfortu-
nately, it would have 
cost me hundreds of 
dollars to change my 
tickets, so I hopped 
on a night train to 
Aswan and played 
tourist for the next 
few days. 

Some of my 
friends wanted to 
know why I would 
go that far in the 
first place. Like 
many others who 

follow the world political scene, I was aware that Gaza has 
been under an inhumane and illegal blockade since June 
2007. This closure of Gaza’s land, sea and air borders has 
almost completely barred shipments of medicine, food, build-
ing supplies, school supplies and humanitarian aid from 
reaching the 1.5 million citizens of this very small land. It 
has been compared at times to the fatal Nazi German block-
ade that ended in the deaths of over a quarter million Polish 
Jews in the Warsaw Ghetto in the early 1940s. Calling Gaza 
an open air prison is not an exaggeration. At least in most 
prisons, one is fed three meals a day.  

Since my government is complicit in the siege, providing 
most of the weapons (which largely destroyed schools, hospi-
tals, farms, factories, power plants and homes a year ago) and 
pressures Egypt to keep supplies from coming in through that 
border, I wanted to go and tell the ordinary people of this 
devastated land that there are Americans who care about 
them. I wanted to march side by side with them to the Israeli 
border to help call the attention of the world to their suffer-
ing. 

Over 50% of the population of Gaza consists of children. 
Most of them go to bed hungry at night. Most adults are un-
employed because they can’t cross the border to work and the 
factories and farms which previously provided jobs are 
mostly destroyed. Fishermen are not allowed to go more than 
a mile or two from shore, so their livelihoods are ended. Stu-
dents who want to go to school abroad are prevented from 
leaving. 

This continuing blockade amounts to collective punish-
ment of civilians which is expressly prohibited by the Ge-
neva Conventions. It is clear that the U.S. is as guilty of this 
violation as Egypt and Israel. It is also clear that our country 
could stop the siege if it wanted to, by threatening to end our 
billions of dollars of aid which we give yearly to both Israel 
and Egypt. 

 

       I am not sorry 
that I traveled to the 
Near East. The effort 
we made helped call 
world-wide attention 
to the plight of the 
Gaza people. The 
people of Gaza knew 
that we were there in 
solidarity with them, 
and that only the 
Egyptian government 
prevented us from 
physically marching 
with them. 

GAZA….WORLD’S LARGEST PRISON 
By Bob Hanson 

     Author’s Note:  As many of you know, I just returned from a trip to Egypt, where I joined those attempting  
the Gaza Freedom March.  I wrote this article for the Rossmoor News. Hope you find it interesting. 
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PEACE CENTER UPDATES 
 

(Held at 55 Eckley Lane, Walnut Creek, unless otherwise noted.) 
 

Monday, February 22:     John Perkins on The Economic Crisis, and What is Next?, 7pm 
 

Thursday, March 4:         Jeff Halper of Israeli Committee against Hose Demolitions, 7pm 
 

Coming in April:         Third Annual Wine and Art Auction and Gala!   
     Volunteers and Donations needed! 

Videos for Peace will return in March. 

 

John Perkins  
Economic Crisis: the Hit Men 
Strike Home:  What Next and How 
to Deal with It 
     The current crisis is a classic hit by eco-
nomic hit men (EHM)-- except this time 

the victims are us. Drawing on personal experiences de-
scribed in his blockbuster books, John Perkins explains how 
tools honed during the past four decades in developing coun-
tries are enabling the extremely rich to purchase businesses 
and real estate at fire sale prices; defend abolition of health 
care, education, and other social programs; and justify priva-
tization of the public sector. However, crises offer opportuni-
ties:  Perkins presents a plan for transforming the economy 
and describes ways each of us can employ our individual 
passions and skills not only to prosper but also to create a 
world we will be proud to pass on to future generations. 
     John Perkins is the bestselling author of Confessions of an 
Economic Hit Man, The Secret History of the American Em-
pire, and most recently, Hoodwinked: An Economic Hit Man 
Reveals Why the World Financial Markets Imploded--and 
What We Need to Do to Remake Them. 

 

Book signing will follow the presentation. 
 

     Co-sponsored by Lamorinda Peace & Justice. 
 

Suggested donation: 
$20 General admission 
$16 Peace Center members 
$5 Students with current ID 

Jeff Halper  

 

on the Israel-Palestine Conflict 
 

     Jeff Halper is a professor of anthro-
pology, author, lecturer, political activ-
ist, and co-founder and Coordinator of 
the Israeli Committee Against House 
Demolitions (ICAHD ).  Founded in 
1997, ICAHD seeks to challenge and resist the Israeli pol-
icy of demolishing Palestinian homes in the occupied terri-
tories, and to organize Israelis, Palestinians and interna-
tional volunteers to jointly rebuild demolished Palestinian 
homes. He has created a new mode of Israeli peace activity 
based on nonviolent direct action and civil disobedience in 
the Occupied Territories.  Dr. Halper was nominated for 
the Nobel Peace Prize by the American Friends Service 
Committee for his work "to liberate both the Palestinian 
and the Israeli people from the yoke of structural violence" 
and "to build equality between their people by recognizing 
and celebrating their common humanity." 
     Halper is the author of several books on the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, including An Israeli in Palestine: Re-
sisting Dispossession, Redeeming Israel (2008), and is a 
frequent writer and speaker about Israeli politics, focusing 
mainly on nonviolent strategies to solve the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.             
      Suggested donation: 
   $15 General admission 
   $12 Peace Center members 
   $5 Students with current ID 

The 2010 “Make a Bid for Peace” Art and Wine Auction 
 

It’s fun-raising time once again, and now’s your chance to help the Peace Center continue into its 42nd year!  The 3rd 
Annual Make a Bid for Peace Auction will happen in April at the Fellowship Hall, 55 Eckley Lane, WC.  Thanks to our tire-
less auction committee, this major fundraiser offers silent and live auction for art objects, fine jewelry, ceramics, paintings, 
gift baskets, restaurant certificates, weekend getaways, and much more! All proceeds to benefit the MtDPJC. 
     Past fundraisers were a smashing success, and lots of fun, too. We need folks to spread the word, sell tickets, and help 

with all aspects of this event.  During the next two months, we will solicit and assemble all donations.  If you have any 
works of art you could part with,  please consider donating them— any paintings, ceramics, sculpture, prints, photographs, 
or jewelry.  You’ll receive a tax donation as well as furthering the cause of peace.   Season tickets for sports or musical 
events, a weekend vacation getaway, or a spa package are all real money-makers for us.  Perhaps, you have a special skill or 
talent, like handyman services, gardening, music lessons, professional advice.  Be creative!!  We will pick up any item you 
donate and make all arrangements to ease the donation process for you, including providing the necessary tax documentation 
for a charitable contribution.   Contact 925-933-7850 to donate items and to volunteer. 

FORUMS 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Youth & the Military Task Force  
Meets 1st or 2nd  Tues. at 7:00pm 
Inform about enlistment alternatives. 
Call Rick at  925-256-7728 for info. 
 

Art and Writing Task Force 
Help with this year’s A&W Challenge. 
 

Dept of Peace/Nonviolence T.F. 
Usually, third Thursday at 7pm 
Contact Jeff Day at 925-906-9318 
 

Videos for Peace 
Third week of month, at 6:30pm 
Help set-up and  tear down. 
 

Peace and Justice Advocacy 
Help plan our rallies and events! 
 

Fundraising Committee 
First Monday of the month 
Got contacts? Get grants! 
 

Peace Center Tabling/Office 
Farmers' Markets and Festivals 
Basic office support 
 

Forums Committee 
Know a great speaker to feature? 
 

Membership Committee 
Meets on the 4th Monday, 7pm  
 

Local Charity Support 
Outreach/Supply Drives 
 

Peace Gazette Committee Meeting 
Saturday 3/6 @ 3:00pm 
Help plan the March issue.  
At WC Marie Callender's— free pie! 
editorpg@gmail.com 
 

Crosses of Lafayette Work Party 
1st and 3rd Sundays,  10am 

Meditation 9:30am, 1st Sundays 
Info: www.crossesoflafayette.org 
Send donations for materials  to  
Jeff Heaton, 3576 Terrace Way 

 Lafayette,  94549 
 

Peace Vigil, Fridays at 3:00-4:00pm  
Join Grandparents for Peace! 

Tice Valley Rd/Rossmoor Parkway 
Call Bob Hanson    944-3366 

 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

Details on page 7. 
 
 

FORUMS 
 

John Perkins  
 The Economic Crisis, and What is Next? 

Monday, February 22, 7pm 
 

Jeff Halper  
Co-founder of Israeli Committee 

 against House Demolitions 
Thursday, March 4, 7pm 

 

Videos for Peace will return in March! 
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Contact Information  
 

President Barack Obama 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 

Washington. DC  20500 
www.whitehouse.gov/contact/ 

 

Senator Barbara Boxer 
112 Hart Senate Office Building  

Washington DC  20510 
(202) 224-3553 (Washington) 

(415) 403-0100 (Local) 
 

Senator Dianne Feinstein  
331 Hart Senate Office Building  

Washington DD  20510 
(202) 224-3841 Washington) 

(415) 393-0707 (Local) 
 

Representative George Miller  
2205 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 

Washington, DC 20515 
(202) 225-2095 

1333 Willow Pass Road, Suite 203 
Concord, CA   94520 

(925) 602-1880 
Representative John Garamendi 

1034 Longworth HOB 
Washington, DC  20515 

(202) 225-1880 
2121 N. California Blvd, Ste. 555 

Walnut Creek, CA   94596  
(925) 932-8899  

 

Representative Jerry McNerney 
312 Cannon House Office Bldg. 

Washington, DC  20515 
(202) 225-1947 

5776 Stoneridge Mall #175 

To volunteer, come by 55 Eckley Lane in WC or call the office at 925-933-7850.  
 

Needs:  Auction Team; Tabling Captain; Videographer; Office and Mailing Crew Members. 

Spring is a-comin’ in!  Free wine barrels for portable gardens! Call Jack at 925-932-1383. 


