The 2010 ‘Make a Bid for Peace’ Auction on April 24!

We need your best, most incredible objet d’artes

to make this fundraiser a huge success!
Our 3rd Annual ‘Make a Bid for Peace’ Auction will happen Saturday, (& -
April 24, from 2-4:30pm in the Fellowship Hall at 55 Eckley Lane, #s
WC. Thanks to our tireless auction committee, this major fundraiser will offer
silent and live auction for art objects, fine jewelry, ceramics, paintings, gift
baskets, restaurant certificate, weekend getaways, and much more! All pro-
ceeds to benefit the MtDPJC. Wine and hors d’oevres free with admission!
Past fundraisers were a smashing success, and lots of fun, too. We need you all to spread the
word, sell tickets, and help with this event. During the next month, we will solicit and assemble
donations. If you have any desirable works of art you could part with, season tickets for sports or
musical events, a weekend vacation getaway, massage or a spa package— these are all real money-
makers for us! Perhaps, you have a special skill or talent, like handyman services, gardening, music
lessons, professional advice. Be creative!! We will pick up any item you donate and make all ar-
rangements to ease the donation process for you, including providing the necessary tax documenta-
tion for a charitable contribution. To assist with any aspect of this crucial fundraiser, con-
tact Mary Alice at 925-933-7850 or Bob Hanson at 925-944-3366.

October 24, 1922

to
HOWARD ZINN:
Excerpted from a Last Speech

Given at Boston University, November, 2009

“No matter what we’re told, no matter what tyrant exists, what border has been crossed, what
aggression has taken place, it’s not that we are going to be passive in the face of tyranny and ag-
gressive—No! But we’ll find ways other than war to deal with
whatever problems we have, because war is inevitably the indis- CONTENTS
criminate massive killing of huge numbers of people, and children || Action of Month 1
are a good part of those people. Every war is a war against chil- | Fun-raising Auction
dren. “So it’s not just getting rid of Saddam Hussein, if you think, || [n Memoriam:
‘Well, we got rid of SH’.... in the course of it, we Killed huge numbers of people who were the | foward Zinn Quote
victims of SH. When you fight a war against a tyrant, who do you kill? You kill the victims of

January, 27, 2010

the tyrant. “Anyway, all this was simply to make us again think about war and to make us | Letter 2

think, well, we’re at war now, right? in Iraq and Afghanistan and sorta of in Pakistan since | Bob Maxwell

we’re sending rockets over there and killing innocent people in Pakistan. So we should not | Freedom’s Just a Word

accept that, . . . L. . . | Tim Nazareth 3
“Look for a peace movement to join-- really. Look for some peace organization to join. Ft. Ord to 55 Eckley

It may look small at first and pitiful and helpless, but that’s how movements start. That’s how

the movement against the Vietnam War started; it started with handfuls of people who thought || Jeff Black 4

that they were helpless, thought they were powerless. But remember that the power of the
people on top depends on the obedience of the people below. ‘“When people stop obeying,
they [the top] have no power. When workers go on strike, huge corporations loose their power.
When consumers boycott, huge business establishments have to give in. When soldiers refuse
to fight, and so many soldiers did in VN, so many deserters, so many fraggings [acts of violence
against superior officers]...B-52 pilots refusing to fly bombing mission anymore-- war can’t go
on. When enough soldiers refuse, government has to decide war can’t continue. So yes, people
have the power, if they dare to organize, if they protest, if they can create a strong enough
movement, they can change things. That’s all I want to say.”

Imagine: Mortensons
Participation Form

PC Updates 5
Calendar cut-out

Counts/Calendar/ 6
Committees/Contacts

Thank you, Howard! We will remember.
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Dear Editor, I was appalled by the Supreme Court ruling that corporations are
entitled to spend unlimited funds in our elections. The five conservatives on the cur-
rent court have cast aside a century of federal restrictions on corporate money in poli-
tics, and two centuries of First Amendment jurisprudence. The notion that a corpora-
tion has First Amendment rights to “speech” and political activity is contrary to the
words, spirit and intent of the Constitution and American self-government. The
court’s action dramatically dilutes the vote and the voice of every American who
does not control a large corporate treasury. Even before this decision, corporate in-
fluence distorted our political process. Now with more than a trillion dollars in cor-
porate money available for misuse in elections, it is hard to dispute that this decision
could lead to the end of our democracy. This ruling cannot stand! The First Amend-
ment was never intended to protect corporations.  Sincerely, Joan Friedmen
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“Freedom’s Just Another Word”... By BobMaxell

Probably the most dramatic reaction to the election of Barack Obama is the
so-called “Tea Party” movement, billing itself as a revolt against “big government” by
“freedom-loving” Americans. But, as the popular 60’s song suggests, Freedom-- and
Big Government, for that matter-- are a little hard to define, beyond glittering gener-
alities.

Nobody wants the government to be any larger, or smaller, than it needs to
be. But when you try to specify just how large or small that might be, opinions differ.
Everyone believes in “limited” government — but limited to what? The more you put
your faith in the “invisible hand” of the market, the more likely you are to want to
limit government to the role of “night-watchman of property.” The less faith you
have in the invisible hand, however, the more likely you are to want government to do
what it needs to do to ensure a good job and a decent standard of living for all.

Most people would agree that freedom is the right to do anything you like as
long as you don’t interfere with the rights of others. This is all very well, as far as it
goes, but it still leaves undefined just what “the rights of others” are. If you believe
that we all have a right to be guaranteed a decent job and an acceptable standard of
living, you will likely have a very different conception of freedom than those who
believe that the right to do whatever you want with your own property is fundamental.
After all, both sides in the American Civil War claimed to fight for “freedom”. The
North (eventually) claimed to fight to free the slaves. The South, on the other hand,
claimed to fight for the freedom to own slaves!

However, the commitment of many Tea Party activists to “freedom” has a
much darker side. One evidence of this is the movement’s association with people
who carry loaded weapons to public meetings, or carry signs proclaiming “we came
unarmed-- this time”. It’s quite true, of course, that people who bring loaded weapons
to public meetings intend this to be a purely symbolic act, but what does it symbolize
except the belief they have a right to overthrow the government by force and violence
if they don’t get their way?

In a similar vein, the opening speaker at a recent “Tea Party Convention”,
former Colorado Representative Tom Tancredo, called for literacy tests for voter reg-
istration, complaining that “people who could not spell the word ‘vote’ or say it in
English put a committed socialist ideologue in the White House”. Now it could be
pointed out that Barack Obama is not a “committed socialist ideologue”, but a garden
variety liberal with a voting record virtually indistinguishable from Hillary Clinton,
and that he polled rather well with college-educated voters-- indeed, that he has been
justly criticized for his inability to connect with white voters without a college educa-
tion-- but that would completely miss the point. What Tancredo’s remarks imply is
that the defense of “freedom” requires removing from the electorate anyone likely to
vote the “wrong” way! How democratic is that?

In short, many of those supporting the Tea Party movement seem to share the
concept of “freedom” expressed by Czar Alexander when he famously said “I would
gladly make everyone free if everyone would freely do as I say.”
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From Fort Ord to 55 Eckley Lane

By Tim Nazareth

I’d like to start by spinning back the years a notch or two.
During the last century, there was a swatch of boys who hap-
pened to grow up without being forced into battle. It wasn’t
by design or persuasion; it was simply a matter of luck. A
male child born in the late 1930’s found himself coming of
age too young to fight&die in the Korean war and too old to
fight&die in Viet Nam. My father was born in 1936 and
should have easily fit into this category. Not only by birth-
right, but also by the other thing that kept young American
men out of wars-- he was a college student. Here was the
catch: He was a medical student, and as such it was impossi-
ble for him to avoid conscription. We became a military fam-
ily on same day he received his medical license.

As such, we move every year. With each upheaval, there
is damage and reconstruction for us all, my little brother, my
mother, my father, and me. Using the tiny amount of choice
that the military offers, my father elects to keep his family in
the United States, hopeful that the continuous dis-
location might somehow be soothed by things
well known. The effect is opposite. Our lives are
void of cultural newness. Other army kids learn
new languages and customs in Germany and Ja-
pan, while here we are shunted to dank canvass
and cinderblock compounds. Plus, army schools
are not like military schools. Military schools
strive for excellence in education, while army
base schools are only stopgaps for wandering chil-
dren. Teachers know students for a few months at
a time; no one takes root; there is only a reshuffling of the
deck. The single constant was the knowledge that my father
would be ordered to Viet Nam.

Until that day finally came, all we could do was to plan
for a new life when he would return. “When Daddy comes
home everything will change” was our theme, our anthem.
“When Daddy comes home we’ll leave the army, buy a house,
and you’ll have real best friends that can sleep-over, you can
join the Boy scouts, and learn to swim!” (No swimming
pools are found on army bases.) These candy apple fantasies
of my Father’s homecoming quickly proved unfounded. It is
only in recent years that I’ve realized how hard he must have
worked to shelter us from the awfulness he experienced. Oc-
casionally, a dinner guest-- often a guy of the same age-- will
ask about Viet Nam: “What was it like?” And Dad’s reply is
smooth and specific, “I don’t like to think about it. It was great
medical training.” So much for war stories.

Ft. Ord was an army base that was literally built upon
sand. The happy dream of moving to sunny California fueled
us on the cross-country road trip. We would spend a couple
years hunkered down at Ft. Ord while my folks stitched out

it be? It was California! Above all, I would finally learn how
to swim.

In 1969 Ft. Ord was the army base where all of the sol-
diers in the Western U.S. trained before deployment. All day
and all night the walls buckled from the concussion of explo-
sions. At first my mother thought we were caught in the
dreaded California earthquakes. In a couple of days, a few
boys invited me to collect shells after school at the beach.
They said we had to wait until sunset when the soldiers were
in the mess hall.

My mother was immediately concerned. “You are not
going into the ocean.” “Can’t I wade in up to my knees, like
at the lake?” “No. A wave could sweep you away.” I was
disappointed, but I was also the kind of kid who obeyed his
parents. As we marched onto the sand dunes there was a big
red sign: DANGER! KEEP OUT! 1 was secretly relieved.
Now I had a good reason to avoid the ocean. After all, my
father was an officer and a doctor. No matter how
much I wanted to take a swim, it was my duty to
keep out. But where was the ocean? Instead of a
pristine beach, the sand was sooty and smelled
like burnt matches. The boys dropped to their
knees and started digging. In a moment someone
had scored a prize. It was then that I realized we
were on a shooting range, searching for bullet
shells-- spent cartridges. They were big, easy to
find, and still quite warm. I soon found a car-

tridge that was the size of a lunchbox thermos!

There was a kid about 50 feet away from me holding up
what looked like a beer can. The boy held the object above
his head, the same way that the Statue of Liberty holds her
torch. It was called a phosphorous grenade. It wasn’t de-
signed to kill, but there is no question that it can be lethal if
handled improperly. It was made to dispense yellow or white
smoke as camouflage, or perhaps to signal a rescue helicop-
ter. They were often used in Viet Nam to set structures on
fire. I’'m not going to come up with some artistic description
about how the boy died. He burned up, which says it all.

As they lined up for chow, the soldiers in training proba-
bly didn’t think about any unexploded phosphorous grenades.
Every evening the sand dunes were littered with unexploded
ordnance, and besides, they were not there to THINK.

Personally, in the years since this traumatic event, I've
gone from an unabashed cynical atheist to shaking the hand of
a Unitarian minister and signing my name in commitment. [
have been (and I am) an artist, a writer, a teacher, a therapist, a
journeyman worker, and a peace activist, but the many-layered
man that I have grown into will always remember those kids
playing on the beach at Fort Ord, collateral damage so long-

the new life. Yes we were still in the army, but how bad could ago.
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The Mortenson Way Mt. Diablo Peace and Justice Center

Dr. Jeffrey L. Black, MD is a retired radiologist Partlcmatlon Form
living in Lafayette, CA. He is a former Chief of i

Neuroradiology at Walter Reed Army Medical O Please call me about volunteering at the Peace Center. |\=.\" A J"|
Center. O Please add me to the e-mail list & \i’f ’F
I recently read “Three Cups of Tea” by Q—_}\ {
Greg Mortenson. His organization has built at o Please mail me the monthly Peace Gazette ilm*}"‘\‘f
least 78 schools in Pakistan and Afghanistan. ) | 1_”
The cost per school is less than $20,000, and Membershlp (minimum $40) T
the cost/student is $1/month-- and they gave New Member Renew membership 1

President Obama the Nobel Peace Prize?
Could it be because we have approximately
776 military bases on foreign soil in 63 differ-
ent countries, or because the USA controls the
vote of 191 UN members? Is the Nobel com-
mittee appeasing an emperor, or attempting to
influence or even cajole President Obama to

I wish to make a one-time gift
Enclosed is my tax-deductible membership and/or gift, payable to:

Mt. Diablo Peace & Justice Center or MTDPC
$40 $60 $100 $500 $1000 Other

employ his powers in a more peaceful way? O I would prefer to pledge ___monthly____quarterly
As of this writing, the President has an- Pledger $ 10 - $ 45 per month
nounced the deployment of 30,000 more troops Peace Steward $ 600 yearly
to Afghanistan in a speech at West Point. The Founder $1200 yearly
Visionary $2000 yearly

purpose of this war’s continuation will again be
“The War on Terrorism”, or in other words, the

prolongation of a very-flawed foreign policy. (O e UEE

And is war necessary you ask? Well, of course Expiration
it is, if you want our military-industrial com- date:
plex to maintain its world hegemony. Isn’t that Address
what empires do? George Orwell’s 1984 de-
serves to be re-read!
A week after 9-11, I tried to imagine what )
Telephone E-mail

a rational response would be to this horrendous

event. Apprehending the criminals was obvi-

ous, but perhaps a much more mature response

from the wealthiest, most powerful country ever on this planet would be to address the root causes of terrorism. The USA

could have announced to the world, that we were going to honor the 3000 people killed on our soil by:

N + Providing clean water to the 1.5 billion people deprived of this basic necessity

‘ ¢ Feeding and educating the starving people of the world

P Giving direct aid and creating future research to combat malaria, TB, AIDS and leprosy (still 15 million
with this treatable disease)

¢ Initiating a huge program to develop alternative energy. After all, the 9-11 terrorists were Saudis. What
better punishment could you dream up than to make Saudi oil nearly worthless; not to mention reversing
global warming.

If we had done most of the above, this country would have received the encomium of most of the world’s people; and, for
just a fraction of the more than 2 trillion dollars we spent on warfare. Greg Mortenson realizes that poverty and lack of educa-
tion are fertile grounds for recruiting terrorists. Much of the world’s problems are related to poverty, yet our beloved country
gives 0.1% of our GDP to foreign aid. Denmark allots 1.01% to foreign aid.

As a veteran of two separate enlistments in the Army, 1962 and 1980, I cannot omit the fact that there are an estimated
131,000 homeless veterans in this land. This is national disgrace, like Katrina and our unemployment rate.

My wife and I joined those marching against the war in Vietnam in 1968 and again in 1970 post-Kent State. Once Nixon
brilliantly stopped the draft, the marches stopped. But, if we humans are to survive, we must begin to march again, to call and
demand the end of militarism and empire, to end poverty here and abroad, to fight disease and global warming.

Let’s all try to be like Greg Mortenson. Let’s all be heroes. You are all needed. Imagine.
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. (Held at 55 Eckley Lane, Walnut Creek, unless otherwise noted.) Ve /]
: Thursday, March 4: Jeff Halper of Israeli Committee against House Demolitions, 7:30pm @:’r /
: Thursday, March 18: Winter Soldier event at DVC with Eyes Wide Open boot display; l ;\J
° call Rick at 925-256-7728 for time/location. Ln-)
: Tuesday, March 23: Videos for Peace, 7pm, showing Run Granny Run .
o Saturday, April 24: Third Annual Wine and Art Auction and Gala! S
° Volunteers and Donations needed! See page 1. .
.............................................................
The MtDPJC Video Library (A-L) CHEERS AND JEERS
- - |
Come by the office to check “em out for up to two weeks: Cheers to: Joan Friedman, who started the email weekly
¢ 10 Mistakes History will Record About the War in Iraq page Peace Activist Calendar some three years ago and gets it
¢ 500 Miles from Babylon: A film about Occupied Iraq out each Monday without fail, posts Peace Gazette online
¢  9/11 Guilt: The Proof is in Your Hands each month, as well as creating and running VIDEOS FOR
¢ 9/11 Press for Truth PEACE for the past four years! And to Sharon Richards who
¢ Arlington West thought of the idea to plant millions of Flanders Poppy seeds
¢ Beyond Good and Evil among the Lafayette Crosses hillside, paid for the seeds, and
¢ The Big Buy organized a work party to plant them.
¢ Bringing Down a Dictator ¢  Hunting of the President | Jeers to: Glen Beck and his ilk with their daily rant of hate
¢ Bush Family Fortunes ¢ IKnowI'm Not Alone Jand fear and to those Democratic senators who are working
¢ Bush’s Brain ¢ TIran (is not the problem) | for the insurance industry to kill the public option for health
¢ Children’s Voices of War ¢ TIraq for Sale care.
and Peace ¢ Journey of Man
¢ The Cost of Freedom ¢ Journey to Peace Life in Jeff Halper
¢ Encounter Point Occupied Palestine Wed 3/4 7:30pm
¢ A Force More Powerful ¢ Listen to Iran’s People: .
¢ The Ground Truth A Call for Peace Israel/Palestine: Reframe the
¢ Hijacking Catastrophe Conflict; Change the Discourse.
. Jeff Halper is a professor of an-
VldeOS fOl' Peace thropology, author, lecturer, political

activist, and co-founder and Coordi-

Tuesday, May 22 @7pm '
55 Eckelv Lane nator of the I ICAHD). Founded in
y 1997, ICAHD seeks to challenge and resist the Israeli policy

””” ﬁ’ﬂ””_’/ ””” . of demolishing Palestinian homes in the occupied territories,
92 min and to organize Israelis, Palestinians and international volun-
At age 89, Doris "Granny D" Haddock walked across the | teers to jointly rebuild demolished Palestinian homes. He has
country in protest of big- | created a new mode of Israeli peace activity based on nonvio-
2] money influence on elections. | lent direct action and civil disobedience in the Occupied Ter-
Five years later in 2004, she | ritories. Dr. Halper was nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize
' got a chance to run for the | by the American Friends Service Committee for his work "to
U.S. Senate in New Hamp- ] liberate both the Palestinian and the Israeli people from the
shire. Learn her unlikely story | yoke of structural violence" and "to build equality between
in this engaging documentary. | their people by recognizing and celebrating their common
Although released in 2007, | humanity."
this film and Granny D’s Halper is the author of several books on the Israeli-
cause couldn’t be more perti- | Palestinian conflict, including An Israeli in Palestine: Resist-
nent to the challenges that the | ing Dispossession, Redeeming Israel (2008), and is a fre-
Supreme Court decision has | quent writer and speaker about Israeli politics, focusing
brought to the electoral proc- | mainly on nonviolent strategies to solve the Israeli-
ess. Palestinian conflict. Suggested donation:
Free (donation appreciated). $15 General admission
Accessible. $12 Peace Center members
Popcorn provided! $5 Students with current ID
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Help Us Clean Up Our Mailing List—If you don’t want to receive this
newsletter, OR if you prefer to read it online, please check the box at
right, tear off the top 1/3 of this page (including the mailing label) and
returnittous.  Help us save money and trees!

As of Coalition Dead in Irqg/Afg Irqi/Afg’s Killed
2/26/10: 6,355 confirmed 2+ million people

*from s

US Physically Wounded through 2009

31,616 men and women
, and *

To volunteer, come by 55 Eckley Lane in WC or call the office at 925-933-7850.
Needs: Auction Team; Tabling Captain; Videographer; Office and Mailing Crew Members. Contact Information

Youth & the Military Task Force
Meets 1st or 2nd Tues. at 7:00pm
Inform about enlistment alternatives.
Call Rick at 925-256-7728 for info.

Art and Writing Task Force

Help with this year’s A&W Challenge.

Dept of Peace/Nonviolence T.F.
Usually, third Thursday at 7pm
Contact Jeff Day at 925-906-9318

Videos for Peace
Third week of month, at 6:30pm
Help set-up and tear down.

Peace and Justice Advocacy
Help plan our rallies and events!

Fundraising Committee
First Monday of the month
Got contacts? Get grants!

Peace Center Tabling/Office
Farmers' Markets and Festivals
Basic office support

Forums Committee
Know a great speaker to feature?

Membership Committee
Meets on the 4th Monday, 7pm

Local Charity Support
Outreach/Supply Drives

Peace Gazette Committee Meeting
Saturday 3/6 @ 3:00pm

Help plan the April issue.

At WC Marie Callender's— free pie!

Crosses of Lafayette Work Party
Ist and 3rd Sundays, 10am
Meditation 9:30am, 1st Sundays

Info:
Send donations for materials to
Jeff Heaton, 3576 Terrace Way
Lafayette, 94549

Peace Vigil, Fridays at 3:00-4:00pm
Join Grandparents for Peace!

Tice Valley Rd/Rossmoor Parkway
Call Bob Hanson 944-3366

Upcoming Events
Details on page 5.
Jeff Halper
Co-founder of Israeli Committee

against House Demolitions
Thursday, March 4, 7:30pm

o

Winter Soldier Event
March 18th at DVC!

8} Zﬁ ¢
Videos for Peace !
Tuesday, March 23 at 7pm
Run Granny Run

President Barack Obama
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington. DC 20500

Senator Barbara Boxer
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington DC 20510
(202) 224-3553 (Washington)
(415) 403-0100 (Local)

Senator Dianne Feinstein
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington DD 20510
(202) 224-3841 Washington)
(415) 393-0707 (Local)

Representative George Miller
2205 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515
(202) 225-2095
1333 Willow Pass Road, Suite 203
Concord, CA 94520
(925) 602-1880
Representative John Garamendi
1034 Longworth HOB
Washington, DC 20515
(202) 225-1880
2121 N. California Blvd, Ste. 555
Walnut Creek, CA 94596
(925) 932-8899

Representative Jerry McNerney
312 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515
(202) 225-1947
5776 Stoneridge Mall #175

Spring is a-comin’ in! Free wine barrels for portable gardens. Call Jack at 925-932-1383




