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THE 2010 “PEACE THROUGH ART AND WRITING” AWARDS  

Gleaning Time and a Peace Potluck! 
Kick-off our summer of Monument Corridor Support at the May 22 Peace Potluck 

[Definition: to glean (v.t.) to harvest or gather extra produce; to  
form an understanding by collecting information.] 

Alston Lim, 11th grade, Las Lomas HS 

��� Congratulations to all the contestants in 
the 13th Annual Art and Writing Challenge!  
This year’s prompt was:  Describe a situa-
tion where you or someone you know helped 
to settle a problem peacefully.  What did 
you learn from this interaction and how 
might the lessons learned be used to resolve 
an ongoing problem at home, at school, in 
the community, or in the world?  Middle 
and High School students could employ the 
written word or the visual arts to explore 
this question. 
    Special recognition this year goes to the 
following entrants.  High School Essay 
Awards:  Valerie Jameson,  12th Grade  
from Middle College;  Perry Continente, 9th 
Grade from Liberty HS; Shelby Ross, 12th 
from Independence HS; A.J. Barnes from 
Independence HS.  High School Creative 
Writing Awards:  Savannah Ridgley, 10th 
from Mt Diablo HS; Cheryl Evans, 12th 
from Deer Valley HS.  High School Art 
Awards:  Mallory Craig-Karim, 11th from 
Acalanes HS; Logan Spittler, 12th from 
Acalanes; Alston Lim, 12th from Las Lo-
mas HS; Coleen Capiral, 11th from Del Oro 
HS. Middle School Essay Awards:  Arjun 
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���� Remember our backyard glean-
ing program from last summer?  
Well, hope you’ve all planted victory 
gardens with a row or two extra for 
gleaning.  Then you can bring your 
surplus produce to the Peace Cen-
ter, Monday afternoons in June 
and July.  We will get it all over to 
the Monument Crisis Center pronto.  
Plus, don’t forget to feed the MCC 
donation bin in front of the office 
and at most of our events������ �

���� As a kick-off for another Summer 
of Giving, bring your friends, 
neighbors and co-workers to our 
Spring Peace Potluck, a friendly 
gathering of like-minded folk.  Share 
good food, drinks, and laughs, enjoy a 
special “mini-auction” of choice art, 
and converse with David Cobb, 
Green Party candidate for the 2004 
Presidential election.   Bring a dish 
and laughs to share.  Starts at�noon.�
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Mt. Diablo  

Peace & Justice Center  
 

The Mt. Diablo Peace & Justice Center 
works to build a more peaceful and just 
world through citizen involvement.  To this 
end, we work to eliminate nuclear 
weapons; reduce militarism; heal the 
causes of violence, such as racism and 
injustice; and promote nonviolent conflict 
resolution.   A community-based 
organization focusing on education and 
action, the Mt. Diablo Peace & Justice 
Center is a 501 (c)(3)  tax-deductible, non-
profit.   Won’t you join us? 
 

FOUNDER:  Andy Baltzo 
 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:    

      Mary Alice O'Connor 
 

P E A C E  C E N T E R  B O A R D :   
Ron Schmidt & Michael Barnett, (Co-
Chairs), Dave Johnson (Vice-Chair), 
Dennis Thomas (Treasurer), Bob Maxwell 
(Secretary), Bella Brody, Jeff Day, Elicha 
Gastalumendi,  Bob Hanson, Jack Howell, 
Mary Izett, Rick Sterling, Virginia 
Wheaton, and Stephen Zendt 
 

EDITOR:  Virginia Wheaton 
 

MAILING CAPTAINS:  Jane Loebel and 
Sheila Pedersen 
 

CONTRIBUTORS:   Bob Maxwell, Mary 
Alice O’Connor  and Virginia Wheaton  
 

WEBMASTER:  Aiko Lee 
 

PEACE GAZETTE E-mail:   

    editorpg@gmail.com 
 

PEACE CENTER E-mail: 

    info@mtdpc.org 
 

PEACE CENTER WEBSITE: 

   www.mtdpc.org 
 

The views expressed herein are the 
opinions of the writers and do not 
necessarily speak for all members of the  
Mt. Diablo Peace and Justice Center. 

Good and Evil          By Bob Maxwell          
Many people are understandably frustrated by the inability of the two major 
parties to work together and get something done in Washington.  Many of these 
are puzzled by the determination of the Republican Party to be the ‘Party of 
No!’ even to the point of opposing ideas it once supported.  One possible expla-
nation for this reversal can be found in the attitude of the man who many regard 
as the spiritual “Godfather of the Republican Party”, Rush Limbaugh— a man 
who has somewhat famously stated that agreement between Republican and 
Democrats would be a “compromise between good and evil” (with the confus-
ing caveat that “evil can’t be compromised with; it can only be defeated”).   

   Others on the right complain that the trouble with liberals is that they 
have no clear concept of ‘Good’ and ‘Evil’.  Never one to argue with construc-
tive criticism, I think it’s time we took a good look at just what, exactly, ‘good’ 
and ‘evil’ mean.  The philosopher Schopenhauer divided the moral universe 
between those who, upon meeting another person, say “not me” and those who 
say “me again”.  Who, then, leans more to the side of good and who to the side 
of evil, those who seek the ideal of a good society in cooperation and mutual 
aid, or those who seek it in  “individual responsibility” (that is to say, 
“everyone for himself and the devil take the rest”). 

   Good and evil even play a role in determining how we ought to resist 
evil. Who leans more to the side of good and who to evil?  Those who seek to 
reconcile with their enemies or those who seek only to crush them, those who 
seek a disarmed world under law or those who seek only to advance “national 
interests” through military force?     

    Complicating this picture, somewhat, is the fact that there are degrees of 
evil, and even ‘necessary evils’ that even the relatively good are forced to put 
up with.  It can, for example, be argued that until the advance of science and 
technology gives us the power to completely eliminate drudgery and want, it 
will be necessary to reward people for producing and to punish them for con-
suming, and that the mechanism of the market does a pretty good job of doing 
that.  Granting that, we can still ask who tends more to the side of good and 
who to evil?  Those who strive to guarantee everyone a decent job and a decent 
standard of living, to the extent that the advance of science and technology does 
make possible?  Or those who make a virtue of this necessity and, so, degrade 
human beings to the status of being merely the means to accumulate capital? 

   Furthermore, it’s not immediately obvious that every conflict can be 
resolved without violence.  But here again, who leans more the good and who 
to the evil side?  Those who insist that there must be a peaceful solution even if 
they can’t see what it is?  Or those who turn immediately to violence because 
they begin with the assumption that no peaceful solution exists?  �

IT'S SO EASY!  
       Help us raise money for the Peace Center as you do your weekly shopping.  
Every time you go to Lucky, Smart Foods, FoodMaxx, or SaveMart give the 
SHARES card to the cashier before you pay and 3% of your purchase dollars 
will come to the Peace Center to support our programs. It costs you nothing 
and will get the world get a little closer to peace and justice.  Please call Mary 
Alice 933-7850 or Jack Howell 932-
1383 and let them know how many 
free cards you want. Pass them out 
to friends, family, and neighbors��
You can also send a self-addressed 
envelope to MDPJC, 55 Eckley Lane, 
Walnut Creek, CA  94596; indicate 
how many free cards to send.  Many 
thanks to Jack Howell for this new 
program!  Happy peace shopping!  
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Below, we present a poem in the  
Creative Writing category. 

A World of Peace 
By Savannah Capolungo 

9th Grade, Dozier-Libbey Medical HS, Antioch 

A peace of mind 
To keep our mental stability 
We see everything for what it truly is 
And we achieve a calm spirit within us. 
 

A peace in our world 
Never another war 
All conflicts have been resolved 
We live in harmony forever. 
 

To see a new life 
A child in your sight 
An infant brings love 
And peace and happiness. 
 

Today I see nothing 
The child, born into a state of war 
Fears for its life  
And sees what no child even thinks about. 
�

It can be resolved 
Not with violence, but with words of love 
This may be difficult 
But it is well worth it. 
 
This world will become the place it was meant to be 
To love everyone for whom they are 
No racism or hate 
Only peace and love. 

Jessica Guzman, Honorable Mention 

Randi Reed 
7th Grade, Pleasant Hill MS 

Colleen Capiral 
11th Grade, Del Oro High School 

Sharma, Andrew Li, Montana Dunn, and 
Paras Sehgal— all in the 7th Grade at 
Dorris-Eaton MS.  Middle School Art 
Awards:  Haley Zieger, 7th at Walnut 
Creek Intermediate; Melissa LaFortune 
8th Grade at Valley View Middle 
School; Alexandra Henry, 8th grade at 
Walnut Creek Intermediate; and Annie 
Klotz, Helen Jorgenson, Randi Reed, and 
Shaina Morales— all in 7th Grade at 
Pleasant Hill MS. 

     A collection of this year’s art submis-
sions will be on display at the Concord 
Public Library in June and the Pleasant 
Hill Library in August.  July location 
will be announced later. 

    Thanks to all who participated in this 
year’s Challenge! 

(Art and Writing continued from page 1) 



������������� ����������	�� �������

�

Teamwork Makes the 3rd Annual ‘Make a Bid for Peace” Auction aTerrific Success! 
By Chief Honcho and Auction Organizer, Mary Alice O’Connor 

 

     How can we begin to thank everyone who came to set 
up, participate, clean up, and to make sure the 3rd Annual 
“Make A Bid for Peace” Auction was a great success?  Set-
up was accomplished by the able hands of Ann Van de Pol 
who worked from morning until the end, Bob Hanson, Bill 
Steenberg, Jan Cooper, Joan Friedman, Carole Travis, and 
the not-to-be–done-without quartet from Acalanes High 
School: Bella Brody, our Youth Board Member and her 
friends Forrest Merrill, Megan Langner and Greg Hanson. 
We organized and matched up bidding sheets and items 
and made Fellowship Hall more beautiful than ever.  Suz-
anne Day and her son, Matt, provided hours of help cata-
loguing and describing the items donated. 
     We had over 200 items gathered and gleaned by many 
committee helpers including Bob Hanson, Ann Van de Pol, 
Elinor Stark, Jan Cooper and Suzanne Day.  They acquired 
restaurant gift certificates, theater tickets, beautiful jewelry 
and art work, Jean Marana’s beautiful home in Lake Tahoe 
and Bill Steenberg’s in Santa Cruz, gardening, hair cuts, massages and manicures.  Jack Howell picked up donations from all 

those who called in and managed the wine and the glasses.  Mike 
Brody and Ginny Wheaton donated the wildly successful top-
selling item of this year’s auction, a set of three incredible, 150-year 
old ivory Chinese statues.  Anita knew an Asian art dealer who 
called in while a bidder on the floor bid against him for this valu-
able item.  An Italian dinner at home for 10 created by Loretta and 
Doc Merrill stole the restaurant show.  
     The chairperson of catering for the event was Anita Vandenberg 
who brought a professional and delicious touch to the new hors 
d’oeuvres recipes offered. Her crew had some very dedicated mem-
bers including ever-present helpers June Lynch, Cynthia Bogolub, 
Pat Willy and Judith Dexter. Viano Winery in Martinez supplied 
delicious red and white wine, Peet’s Coffee in Walnut Creek pro-
vided coffee and tea, and Whole Foods Market completed our array 
with cookies for dessert.  Meanwhile Matt Day and Sikwaya Con-
don got the sound working so that the deep bass voice of our Master 

of Ceremonies, Stephen Zendt, came across clearly.  Emily Ehm is the exciting auctioneer who auctioned off most of the items 
with both humor and a deliberate money-making agenda. State Senator Mark de Saulnier joined her for the second auction. He 
provided lots of energy for the lively Chinese warrior 
bidding and closed it with a bid close to the appraised 
value— a sort of swords to ploughshares!. 
      Joan Friedman and Carole Travis sold raffle tickets 
by the score, and in the end Art Poirier won the massage, 
Ron Schmidt the night at the Renaissance Club Sport, 
and Barb Johnson the wine rack full of wine!  The inde-
fatigable Suzanne Day was also in total charge of the 
computer set-up and team. Glory Marshall, a Chevron 
volunteer, entered data beforehand while Josh and Matt 
Day, Alison Foster, and Suzanne Thompson powered 
through the check-out.  The usual suspects cleaned up 
the place-- Joan Friedman, Dennis Thomas, Jeff Day, 
Ron Schmidt, Ann Van de Pol, and Stephen Zendt.   

   Thank you to all the people who helped!! As you can 
see, this event truly requires all our hands working to-
gether. 

Treats  

Galore! 

Another  
happy 
bargain 
hunter! 

�The Auctioneers work their magic! 
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Support the Peace Center!!  
At no cost to you!  

   It’s true, we’ve said it before, and we’ll 
probably say it again.  If you shop on line or 
do much Googling,  sign up for Good-
Search, GoodShop, and Igive.  We auto-
matically get  money when you do this, so 
it’s like a tap into the corporate profit margin 
for this little nonprofit— and that should be 
very politically correct among our crowd.  
Yet, no one seems to be taking the time to 
sign up, even though it’s been six months 
now we’ve been giving you this information.   
Such a crucial time and so many great 
causes,  peace candidates to support… no 
surprise monetary support of non-profits has 
fallen lately.   But understanding why does 
not pay the bills, get permits for marches and 
rallies, print this outstanding publication you 
are now holding in your hand, etc… you 
know the score.   

Here’s a way to invest five minutes of 
time and send us a monthly $urge.  A lot of 
little bits adds up!  Now, go to these sites 
right  this minute, so you don’t forget.  Let’s 
put a smile on Mary Alice’s face next month 
when the checks roll in.  Thanks! 

www.igive.isearch.com 
www.goodsearch.com 
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Food, Inc. ��������	  

   Food, Inc. lifts the veil on our nation's food industry as it exposes how our 
nation's food supply is now controlled by a handful of corporations that often put 
profits before consumer health, before the livelihood of farmers, and before the 
safety of workers and our environment. In the process, Food, Inc. reveals 
surprising and often shocking truths about what we eat, how it's produced, and 
what we have become as a nation.  
    For most Americans, the ideal meal is fast, cheap, and tasty. Food, Inc. 
examines the costs of putting value and convenience over nutrition and 
environmental impact. Director Robert Kenner explores the subject from all 
angles, talking to authors, advocates, farmers, and CEOs.  The filmmaker takes 
his camera into slaughterhouses and factory farms where chickens grow too fast 
to walk properly, cows eat feed pumped with toxic chemicals, and illegal 
immigrants risk life and limb to bring these products to market at an affordable 
cost.  If Kenner takes an understandably tough stance on particular politicians 
and corporations, he's just as quick to praise those who are trying to be 
responsible-- even Wal-Mart, which now carries organic products. This event is 
free (donations accepted).  Wheelchair accessible.  Please bring nonperishable 
food items and/or large size disposable diapers for Monument Crisis Center.  

�
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Non-Profit  
Organization  
US Postage 

Paid 
Permit #1447 
Walnut Creek 

CA 94596 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Youth & the Military Committee  
Meets 1st or 2nd  Tues. at 7:00pm 
Inform about enlistment alternatives. 
Call Rick at  925-256-7728 for info 
 
 

Art and Writing Committee 
Help with this year’s A&W dinner 
for Middle and High School awardees. 
 

Videos for Peace 
Third Wednesday at 6:30pm 
Set-up and  tear down. 
 

Peace and Justice Advocacy 
Help plan our rallies and events! 
 

Fundraising Committee 
Got contacts? Get grants! 
 

Peace Center Tabling 
Farmers' Markets and Festivals 
 

Forums Committee 
Know a great speaker to feature? 
 

Membership Committee 
Meets on the 4th Monday  
 

Monument Outreach Project 
‘Hands-on charity’ support 
 

Peace Gazette Committee Meeting 
Saturday Nov 7 @ 3:00pm  
At WC Marie Callender's— free pie! 
editorpg@gmail.com 

Crosses of Lafayette Work Party 
1st and 3rd Sundays,  10am 

Meditation 9:30am, 1st Sundays 
Info: www.crossesoflafayette.org 
Send donations for materials  to  
Jeff Heaton, 3576 Terrace Way 

 Lafayette  94549 
 

Peace Vigil, Fridays at 3:00-4:00pm  
Join Grandparents for Peace! 

Tice Valley Rd/Rossmoor Parkway 
Call Bob Hanson    944-3366 

 
Upcoming Events 

 

Correction!!! 
Peace Potluck on Sat, May 22 

Bring a dish to share. 
Special Guest, David Cobb 
Green Party Candidate, 2004 

Details on page 1. 
 

Immigration Reform Panel 

Sunday May 23, 5-7pm 
Jewish Community Center 

2071 Tice Valley Blvd, WC 
RSVP at eye3cee@aol.com 

Shame on Arizona! 
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�As of     Coalition Dead in Irq/Afg            Irqi/Afg’s  Killed                Cost of Wars Since 2003 
5/3/10:      6,451 confirmed                         4 million people                    Nearing 1 Trillion dollars �
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Contact Information  
 

President Barack Obama 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 

Washington. DC  20500 
www.whitehouse.gov/contact/ 

Senator Barbara Boxer 
112 Hart Senate Office Building  

Washington DC  20510 
(202) 224-3553 (Washington) 

(415) 403-0100 (Local) 
Senator Dianne Feinstein 

331 Hart Senate Office Building  
Washington DD  20510 

(202) 224-3841  
(415) 393-0707  

Representative George Miller  
2205 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 

Washington, DC 20515 
(202) 225-2095 

1333 Willow Pass Road, Suite 203 
Concord, CA   94520 

(925) 602-1880 
Rep. John Garamendi 
1034 Longworth HOB 

Washington, DC  20515 
(202) 225-1880 

1981 N. Broadway Blvd, Ste. 220 
Walnut Creek, CA   94596  

(925) 932-8899  
Representative Jerry McNerney 
312 Cannon House Office Bldg. 

Washington, DC  20515 
(202) 225-1947 

5776 Stoneridge Mall #175 
Pleasanton, CA  94588 

(925) 737-0727 

We Need A Tabling Captain!! 
To volunteer for this or any of our other great opportunities, call 925-933-7850 
or come by 55 Eckley Lane during office hours (noon to 4pm, Mon-Thurs).  
Other volunteer possibilities include videographer, office and mailing crews, or  
joining any of our fine committees.!  


