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October 19:  An Evening with Marianne Williamson 
Best–selling Author and Spiritual Teacher 

Co-founder The Peace Alliance (Department of Peace) 
  � Reception and Book-signing at 5pm 

� Dinner /Speech /Historical Slide Show /Local Peace Awards from 6 to 9pm 

INTERNATIONAL PEACE CAMP PLANNED  
 

Check out what Bob Hanson is up to and put out the word till we find the sponsor we need! 
   A sponsor is being sought for a program our Peace Center hopes to begin offering 

in August of 2011.  Imagine an International Youth Peace Camp (IYPC), 
bringing young delegates from each country together to 
forge connections that will help move the world closer to an 
age of sustainability and peace.  At this time, letters going out 
to three foundations and about 40 major international corpo-
rations have failed to come up with the needed funds, and we 
our turning to you, our Greater Peace Network, for help. 

   Endorsed by Congressman George Miller and Bishop 
Desmond Tutu, the idea of an IYPC 
grew out of something which hap-
pened back in 1916.  A YMCA direc-
tor in South America put on a camp 
for boys from throughout the continent.  One of the campers, 
a boy named Jose Maza Fernandez, went on to become a na-
tional leader in Chile, where he was instrumental in ending 
the border wars which had plagued South America since the 
nations were formed.  Maza credited his experience at the 
YMCA camp for his interest in peace and his motivation to 
serve his nation in that cause. 

    If a sponsor is found, 150 18-year-olds from countries 

around the world will spend two weeks at a Northern Califor-
nia summer camp, both getting to know each other and also 
participating in a model UN-type program.  Part of each day 
will be spent in recreational activities with the balance spent 
learning peace-making techniques (like Non-violent Conflict 
Resolution) and practicing International Relations.  The stu-
dents from each nation will be selected on the basis of schol-

arship, leadership, and a desire to 
devote their lives to International 
Relations and Foreign Service ca-
reers.  They will be selected by an 

agency such as the country's United Nations Association or 
its Rotary Clubs. 

An advisory board has been established for the camp in 
order to lend credibility to the project.  Agreeing to serve on 
it are: Jackie Cabasso, Executive Director of the Western 
States Legal Foundation; Dr. Jim Lincoln, Professor of Busi-
ness Administration, University of California, Berkeley;  

(Peace Camp continued on page 4) 
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These kids say, “Please help find us a sponsor!” 

Join us to honor our forty years promoting peace 
throughout the East Bay and beyond, as we present 
Marianne Williamson for an evening of inspiration 
and celebration.  Two special events are offered on 
Monday October 19th at Zio Fraedo’s, 611 Gregory 
Lane, Pleasant Hill.  The first, a private reception and 
book-signing with our keynote speaker Marianne Wil-
liamson, includes a signed copy of her latest best-seller, 
The Age of Miracles.  Marianne has written eight other 
books on personal, cultural, and global transformation.  
(See more at www.marianne.com.)  

A very special dinner program follows.  Marianne’s 
talks go beyond the inspirational, to the transformative 
level. She draws upon her experiences founding the 

       (Anniversary continued on page 4) 
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    The views expressed herein are the 
opinions of the writers and do not 
necessarily speak for all members of the  
Mt. Diablo Peace and Justice Center. 

The “Public Option” and Other Paradoxes: 
More Thoughts on the Health Care Debate 

 

            By Bob Maxwell 
 

     Many well-meaning people, both in and out of the 
Administration, argue that the “dogmatic” insistence of 
many progressives on a public option threatens the pas-
sage of any healthcare reform bill. What these critics 
conveniently forget is that the public option is already a 
half-baked compromise between the “Medicare for all” 
many progressives really want and the system of private 
insurance we already have.  Also, conveniently ignored 
is the fact that, as soon as the public option is dropped, 
then the next demand will be to drop the “employer 

mandate” then the “individual mandate” and so on, until 
the whole of health care reform is “compromised” out of existence— something 
the not-so-well-meaning of these critics have been aiming at all along. 

Now why would anyone object to people being given a choice between 
private insurance and a public plan?  The usual conservative argument claims that 
private insurance companies would never be able to compete with a public plan 
and so would be terrible because, as everyone knows, “the government can’t do 
anything right”.  But, if the government can’t do anything right, why would pri-
vate insurance companies have such a hard time competing with a public plan?  If 
it were as awful as conservatives claim, why would anyone in their right mind 
choose to enroll in a public plan?  Conservatives counter that, though a public 
plan might not be good, it would be cheap— tempting employers (who are fund-
ing it harder and harder to pay for health insurance for their employees) to pro-
vide them with only a public plan.  That might be a good argument were it not for 
the fact that most of the reform proposals on the table require employers to offer 
their employees a menu of plans, public and private alike. 

And then there are those who argue that the very idea of requiring everyone 
to buy health insurance is “un-American”.  Is it un-American to require people to 
pay for police and fire protection, whether they think they need it or not?  I’ve 
met Libertarians who claim that this is so, but these are the same people who, 
(apparently with a straight face) argue for “privatizing” the sidewalks! 

Finally, we turn once again to the paradoxical thinking of those who sus-
pect that advocates of health care reform are, regardless of what they say or 
what’s actually written in the various proposals on the floor, planning to “pull the 
plug on granny”.  These people apparently think that the very “tax-and-spend” 
liberals that they denounce for believing there is no problem that can’t be solved 
by “throwing more money at it” are, at one and the same time, conservative 
“bean-counters” determined to cut services left and right to save the tax-payers all 
the money they can.  They can’t have it both ways!  In reality, systems of univer-
sal health care save money, not by denying services, but by encouraging people to 
see a doctor before relatively small medical problems become big expensive ones.  

Hot-bed of Terrorism? 
 

Right:  Lashijouayn, a 
typical Afghan city   
 
Left:  School children 
in Afghanistan  
 

www.imagesofafghanistan.com 
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Afghani women are under siege – from acid attacks, from 

air strikes, from illiteracy, from the deprivation of basic 
freedoms like the right to leave home. Try as we might, war 
can't address these problems, and in many ways it makes 
things worse.  The Afghan Women Empowerment Act of 
2009 would provide support to organizations in Afghani-
stan that monitor women’s rights and funnel assistance 
to Afghan/women-led nonprofits. Such programs are 
among the most powerful ways for the US to help rebuild 
Afghanistan and fight extremism, yet they are deeply under-
funded. This legislation would be a big step towards chang-
ing this, but right now only 13 Senators have signed on to 
support it.   Let Congress know how you feel about this ini-
tiative.                    —from Peace Action West 

 

Saturday, September 12, MtDPJC joined some 65,000 other peace-seekers at 
the 11th Annual Power to the Peaceful Festival in San Francisco's Golden Gate 
Park, braving early morning mist and thunder showers to attend this free musical 
and social convergence.  The day started off with Yoga Off Mat and Into the 
World lead by renown teacher Seane Corn; continued with world musicians like 
Vieux Farka Touri� from Mali and Cherine Anderson from Kingstown, Jamaica; 
and culminated with eco-folk singer Alanis Morisette and, of course, the peace 
master himself Michael Franti with Spearhead.  

      The list of participating non-profits was impressive, including Veterans for 
Peace, Courage to Resist, and Jewish Voice for Peace, among many others.  
MtDPJC was a visible and lively presence, with Marvin Cohen, Sally Hayes, and 
Rick Sterling of the Youth and the Military Committee spreading the word 
about alternatives to enlistment while others handed out our glossy new brochures 
and copies of the ever-peaceful Gazette.  The Peace Center completed a busy 
month of outreach in September with more tabling at the Lafayette Wine and Arts 
Festival, as well as the Bonnie Raitt concert at the Paramount in Oakland (where 
Tri-Valley CARES let us share their table). 

The Urban Farmers  Interested in community gardens? Live in Lafayette?  Then, let a new non-profit called The 
Urban Farmers (www.theurbanfarmers.org) farm your backyard for you! You supply the land and water, and they supply the 
labor and expertise. All you need is 300+ square feet of growing space. You receive all the food you can eat, and the excess is 
distributed to neighbors and charities. They are hoping to pilot their model in Lafayette and would like to hear from anyone 
that might be interested. Their service would be free. Call (415) 806-7005 or send an email to inquiries@theurbanfarmers.org. 

www.rawa.org 

 

 

 POWER      TO          THE        PEACEFUL  

Rethinking Afghanistan 
Last month, Norman Solomon and Reese Erlich of Date-

line Havana fame, along with Rick Reyes from Veterans for 
Rethinking Afghanistan, returned from a fact-finding trip to 
Afghani refugee camps, and what they report may shock but 
does not surprise.  Poignantly described in his piece The Little 
Girl of Kabul (see www.commondreams.org), refugees live 
under appalling conditions without the essentials of food and 
water and outside the umbrella of the usual relief organiza-
tions.  Having served multiple tours in Afghanistan and Iraq, 
ex-Marine Cpl. Richard Reyes has brought his experiences 
onto the floor of Congress and into the public view at http//
rethinkingafghanistan/veterans/. Catch them this Fall as they 
recount some of the very real terrors Afghani families have 
experienced since the US recently escalated the bombing. 

Fleeing our bombs, many Afghani refugees now live in arid camps. 
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Ways to Count the Dead 
 

By Persis M. Karim 
 

“Keeping track of the Iraqi death toll isn’t the job of the United States”, 
a student said, “and besides, how would we count the dead?” 
 
Take their limbs strewn about the streets— 
Multiply by a thousand and one. 
 
Ask everyone in Baghdad who has lost 
A brother, cousin, sister, child— to speak 
Their name in a recorder. 
 
Go to every school, stand 
At the front of the class, take roll: 
For every empty seat, a least two dead. 
 
Find every shop that sells cigarettes— 
Ask how many more cartons they’ve sold this year. 
 
Go to the bus station and buy ten tickets— 
Offer them free to anyone who wants to leave. 
 
Go see the coffin-maker.  Ask how much 
Cedar and pine he’s ordered this month. 
 
The dead don’t require much.  They don’t speak 
In numbers or tongues, they lie silent 
 
Waiting to be counted. 
 
Second place winner for the 2008 “Split This Rock” Poetry  
Festival (Poetry of Provocation and Witness) submitted by  
long-time Peace Gazette mailing team members Eleanor Karim 
and Roland Janssen. 

Suzanne Llewelyn, Vice-President for Program of the East Bay Chap-
ter of the United Nation’s Association; Don Moen, a past district gov-
ernor of Rotary International; Dr. Michael Nagler, Founder and Chair 
of the Peace and Conflict Studies Program of U.C. Berkeley; Duke 
Robinson, Minister-Emeritus of Montclair Presbyterian Church 
(historically a "peace church"); Scott Whipple, owner of Mountain 
Camp; and Dr. Stephen Zunes, Professor of Politics and International 
Studies at the University of San Francisco. The project is currently 
being directed by Dr. Robert Hanson, Professor-Emeritus of San 
Diego State University and past chair of the Mt Diablo Peace and Jus-
tice Center. 

If we are able to locate a sponsor for this program, the potential 
for expansion of the idea is unlimited.  Some day, perhaps thousands 
of outstanding young people from every country on Earth will be at-
tending dozens of similar camps throughout the world, so that they 
can create a new era of peaceful living on this war-torn planet.    If 
you have any suggestions for potential sponsors who are capable 
of sponsoring this project (at approximately $500,000), please con-
tact Mary Alice at the Peace Center Office, or Bob Hanson at 
doctoroutdoors@comcast.net.—Submitted by Bob Hanson 

(Peace Camp, continued from page 1) A Meditation for Glenn Beck 
 

(from the blog of Marianne Williamson  
at www.marianne.com, posted 9/10/09) 

 

The non-violent activist is, in the words of 
Martin Luther King Jr., "materially passive but 
spiritually active." If ever there was time to remem-
ber King's comment that "we have a power within 
us more powerful than bullets," it's now. 

It's time to claim our internal powers. 
It's time to have a serious meditation vigil 

for Glenn Beck. 
Not only has he indirectly threatened the Presi-

dent ("Either Obama is in danger or we are"). He 
has even begun picking off Administration officials 
and smearing them out of office (Van Jones). He is 
doing this stuff nightly on TV, and he is taken very 
seriously by millions of people. 

The history of my ancestors teaches that ignor-
ing his kind of hatred is unwise. Don't think it will 
just blow over or go away or become uninteresting 
to people. Glenn Beck is a psychological and 
emotional terrorist, and it's time to spiritually 
quarantine him before he does any more harm.  
Here's how you do it: 

 

Every day, pray for Beck's happiness for 
five minutes. Then meditate on this image: 

1. See him sitting within a golden egg. 
2. See that the eggshell that surrounds him is 

made of an impenetrable, titanium-like substance. 
None of his malevolent thoughts can turn into 
harmful action of any kind, on any level, because 
they cannot get past the eggshell. 

3. See a golden light being emitted from the 
inside of the eggshell, showering Beck with peace 
and love and healing energy. 

 

Internal powers are as real as external. Using 
the power of loving thoughts, we have the power to 
dismantle this bomb before it really explodes. And 
if enough of us do this, dismantle it we will. 

Peace Alliance (a grass-roots campaign supporting 
legislation to establish a Cabinet-level Department 
of Peace) and Project Angel Food (which serves 
meals-on-wheels to homebound people with 
AIDS), as well as her work re-defining the concept 
of spirituality for the modern day. In addition to 
Ms. Williamson, celebrants will enjoy a premier 
screening of “MtDPJC: The Historical Slide Show” 
and the First Annual Local Peace Awards cere-
mony. 

Tickets for both events are available at the Peace 
Center Office, 55 Eckley Lane in Walnut Creek or 
on-line through www.brownpapertickets.com.  

These events are our only fundraiser this 
Fall, so be sure to come, bring a loved one, and 
spread the word!  

(Anniversary, continued from page 1) 
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     Civilians continue to be killed by 
American and coalition forces as the 
war in Afghanistan stretches into its 

eighth year with no end in sight. The civilian casualties have 
now become frequent enough to turn the population against 
the United States in a war President Obama and congres-
sional Democrats have escalated over the last several 
months.   Rethink Afghanistan is a ground-breaking, full-
length documentary focusing on the key issues surrounding 
the war in Afghanistan.  The film, produced by Robert 
Greenwald of Brave New Films, looks at what military esca-
lation will achieve in Afghanistan, how the war could fur-
ther destabilize a nuclear-armed Pakistan, and its staggering 
cost, which could easily exceed $1 trillion.   

       Free (donations accepted); free popcorn;  
Wheelchair Accessible 

8th Anniversary of War in Afghanistan 
    As Congress debates support for the war in Afghanistan, 
grass-roots pressure to end the military options and begin re-
building this war-torn land gathers steam.  Join the Bay Area  
peace community on October 7 at 5pm outside the new Federal 
Building in SF, on 7th Street between Market and Mission for a 
peace rally.  Sponsored by AFSC, Codepink, World Can’t Wait, 
and many more.  

   The Iraq Moratorium  is calling for action 
on October 17 to mark the 40th anniversary of the Viet-
nam War Moratorium. Over 2 million people participated 
in thousands of communities (during the Vietnam War) 
and brought the anti-war movement into the political main-
stream of American society. The lessons from that event 
can help us strengthen the anti-war movement today.  Find 
out more at www.iraqmoratorium.org. 

What is the 350 Movement, and Why is October 24th so Important?  
350 means three hundred and fifty parts per million of carbon in the Earth's atmosphere, the maximum level possible for life 

on Earth as we have known it to continue.  October 24 has been designated worldwide climate action day.   Join fellow Earth-
lings across the globe to increase awareness and find solutions.  Go to  www.350.com for an action near you, or to sign up and 
start one yourself! 

      UPCOMING PEACE EVENTS 
 

Postponed:   No Green Energy Forum on October 7  
 

October 7:  8th Banniversary of the US War in Afghanistan (details below) 
 

October 17:   Iraq Moratorium /Vietnam Moratorium  (www.iraqmoratorium.org — details below)  
 

October 19:   Join us for the 40th Anniversary of  Mt. Diablo Peace and Justice Center 
   Celebratory Extravaganza with Marianne Williamson:  Reception/Book signing at 5pm; 
   Dinner, Speech, and more from 6 to 9pm  (details on page 1) 
 

October 21:  Videos for Peace showing of the documentary Rethink Afghanistan, 7pm 
 
 

October 24:  World Climate Action Day  (www.350.com — details below) 
 

December 12:  Winter Peace Potluck   Come meet your fellow peaceniks and get the year-end reports 
   from our committees.  Plus, meet special guest speaker Bud Mackenzie, a local hero 
   building schools for the children of Afghanistan! 

PEACE QUOTE 
     “The same C-17’s that have taken off from Travis Air 
Force base to drop bombs on Afghanistan and Iraq have 
delivered food and supplies to victims of tsunami and Hur-
ricane Katrina.  The same scientists and researchers who 
work on nuclear weapon technology with 85 per cent of 
Livermore lab’s budget, work on humanitarian projects 
with 15 per cent of its budget.  From our soldiers to our 
scientists, from our machinists to our researchers, let us 
free our minds—and free the American worker—to pour 
creativity and skill into a new chapter of American History: 
The transformation of our military- industrial complex into 
a humanitarian– industrial complex. 
     “If President Kennedy could declare that within ten 
years, the United States would land a man on the moon, we 
can declare that within ten years, we will eradicate child 
poverty...we can learn to wage peace effectively, as well, 
but in order to do that, we must address the root causes of 
violence, and not merely its symptoms.  When we see a 
traumatized, desperate eight-year old anywhere in the 
world, we should not just pity the eight year old.  We 
should pity ourselves for the problem we are going to have 
on our hands ten years from now, if we do not address that 
child’s trauma and despair today.”  —Marianne Williamson 
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Contact Information  
 

President Barack Obama 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 

Washington. DC  20500 
(202) 456-1111 

www.whitehouse.gov/contact/ 

 

Senator Barbara Boxer 
112 Hart Senate Office Building  

Washington DC  20510 
(202) 224-3553 (Washington) 

(415) 403-0100 (Local) 
 

Senator Dianne Feinstein  
331 Hart Senate Office Building  

Washington DD  20510 
(202) 224-3841 Washington) 

(415) 393-0707 (Local) 
 

Representative George Miller  
2205 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 

Washington, DC 20515 
(202) 225-2095 

1333 Willow Pass Road, Suite 203 
Concord, CA   94520 

(925) 602-1880 
Office of ex-Rep.  Ellen Tauscher 

1034 Longworth HOB 
Washington, DC  20515 

(202) 225-1880 
2121 N. California Blvd, Ste. 555 

Walnut Creek, CA   94596  
(925) 932-8899  

 

Representative Jerry McNerney 
312 Cannon House Office Bldg. 

Washington, DC  20515 
(202) 225-1947 

5776 Stoneridge Mall #175 
Pleasanton, CA  94588 

(925) 737-0727 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Come by 55 Eckley Lane in WC, 
or call the office at 925-933-7850  
for meeting dates and locations. 
 

Youth & the Military Committee  
Meets 1st Monday at 7:00pm 
Inform about enlistment alternatives.  
 

Art and Writing Committee 
Help with this year’s A&W Challenge 
for Middle and High School students. 
 

Videos for Peace 
Third Wednesday at 6:30pm 
Set-up and tear down. 
 

Peace and Justice Advocacy 
Help plan our rallies and events! 
 

Fundraising Committee 
Got contacts? Get grants! 
 

Peace Center Tabling 
Farmers' Markets and Festivals 
 

Forums Committee 
Know a great speaker to feature? 
 

Membership Committee 
Meets on the 4th Monday  
 

Monument Outreach Project 
Community Garden/Supplies 
 

Peace Gazette Committee Meeting 
Saturday Oct 3 @ 3:00pm  
At WC Marie Callender's— free pie! 
editorpg@gmail.com 
 
 

Office workers/Mailing crew also needed.  

Crosses of Lafayette Work Party 
1st and 3rd Sundays,  10am 

Meditation 9:30am, 1st Sundays 
Info: www.crossesoflafayette.org 

 

Send donations for materials  to  
Jeff Heaton, 3576 Terrace Way 

 Lafayette  94549 
Next vigil in Nov: Vets Day/3rd Anniv. 

  
 
 
 

October 
MtDPJC 40th Anniversary!! 

Monday, October 19 
Reception and/or Dinner with 
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Full details on page 1  

 

VIDEOS FOR PEACE 
Rethink Afghanistan 

Wednesday, Oct.  21 
Details inside on page 5 

 As of     US Soldiers Dead Irq/Afg        Irqi/Afg’s  Killed           2009 US Handgun Deaths (averaged to date)  
09/24/09:        5,197 confirmed             4 to 7 million people       21,690 people: 9,054 murders/12,636 others 

* from  www.icasualities.org,    www.unhcr.org, and  www.bradycampaign.org* 

 

NEXT ISSUE: 
Member’s Corner! 

Send in your inquiries and messages 
now to editorpg@gmail.com 


